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ic  Presbyterian  Cfjurttj  in  ttje  ®niteb  States  of  Hmertca 


THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


WITHERSPOON  BUILDING 
PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 


REV.  LEWIS  S.  MUDGE,  D.D.,  LL.D. 
Stated  Clerk-Emeritus 


December  1,  1938. 


Dr.  Robert  3.  Speer, 

Rock ledge, 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

Deer  Bobby: 

1  am  greatly  encouraged  by  your  card  of  Bovember  2Sth 
with  regard  to  the  possibility  of  your  pamphlet  collection  finding 
a  permanent  resting  place  in  the  Historical  Department  of  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  the  General  Assembly.  Please  do  not  fail  to  indicate  in 
some  definite  way  your  intentions  with  regard  to  these  pamphlets. 
The  more  I  think  of  what  must  be  their  contents,  the  more  I  long 
to  have  these  volumes  in  the  possession  of  the  Church,  so  do  not 
delay,  please,  in  doing  what  is  necessary  to  make  this  an  assured 
fact. 


Ever  affectionately  yours, 


Lewis  S.  Mudge 
Stated  Clerk  Emeritus 
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PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  U.  S.  A. 


SYNOD  OF  MISSOURI 

REV.  RALPH  A.  WAGGONER,  D.D.,  EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 


1122  WEST  7TH  STREET 


TELEPHONE  2075 


SEDAL1A,  MISSOURI 
January  30th,  1946 


Dear  Doctor  Speer 

The  hook  ’’The  Life  and  Work  of  George  Irving”  was  received 
a  few  days  ago  I  prise  it  greatly.  I  very  much  appreciate 

the  inscription  you  wrote  in  it.  It  means  more  than  ycu’ll 
ever  know  that  we  folk  in  these  somewhat  remote  sections  are 
remembered  by  you.  From  time  to  time  I  me  et  friends  who 
have  seen  you  and  can  tell  me  of  your  health  and  I  rejoice  in 
the  strength  that  enables  you  to  continue  to  serve. 

You  may  also  be  interested  to  know  that  we  ccnti^ue  the 
F^ith  and  Life  Seminars  here  in  Missouri.  George  Irving  was 
a  great  inspiration  to  me.  This  year  I  was  asked  to  take  the 
place  of  leader  in  six  Seminars.  I  am  quite  convinced  of 
the  worth  of  these  projects. 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  courtesy,  I  am 


of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America 

156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.  Y. 


October  8,  I9I4.7 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 

Lakeville 

Connecticut 

Dear  Doctor: 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  be  present  at  the  fall  Retreat  of  the  Staff 
of  this  Board  in  Madison  Avenue  Church  about  two  years  ago,  led  by  your 
goodself.  May  I  also  recall  to  you  that  I  am  the  husband  of  Kate  Crichton, 
whose  brother  Powell  married  Miss  Martha  Bailey  of  Harrisburg. 

The  object  of  this  letter  is  to  share  with  you  a  very  great 
pleasure  I  have  enjoyed  this  summer  inhearing  from  Martha's  son,  Edward 
alley  Crichton  (affectionately  known  as  Bobbie)  while  he  was  attending  a 
great  youth  conference  in  Oslo,  Norway.  May  I  quote  from  his  letter  as 

t  ol  1  hwr  • 


I  finally  got  a  delegate  status  at  Oslo.  It  was  one  of 
the  most  inspiring  things  that  I  have  ever  seen.  The  roll 
the  first  day  was  called  by  continents.  A  great  many  of  the 
greatest  Christians  of  our  time  were  there,  and  it  was  a  very 
great  privilege  to  be  there." 

"I  became  converted  to  Christianity.  That  may  seem  hard  to 
believe  because  I  was  raised  in  the  Christian  tradition,  but 
it's  quite  different  to  grow  up  in  a  faith  and  to  take  it  as 
your  own.  The  hardest  thing  now  is  to  live  the  faith,  so  that 
I  can  say  with  Paul,  'To  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die  is  gain."' 

'I  hope  to  write  again  and  to  see  you  when  I  get  back. 

Love, 


A  servant  of  God, 
Bobbie" 


flight  +h*+  k  ago  Bobbie  cabled  from  London  to  announce  his  return 

night  that  night  and  requested  the  privilege  of  spending  his  first  night  with 
Lrs.  Gredler  and  myself.  Ae  again  were, (deeply  moved  to  listen  to  tM* 
young  crusader  as  we  had  been  by  the  above  LLage  f rom  Jslo!  It  Zrl/llr 

"brief in. ""the  £"  l*™*  °J  resPonsibiliby  -1th  which  he  looked  forward  to 

fervency  and  zeal  with  which  he  planned  to  aoclv  th*  tltUte  TechnoloSy  and  the 
in  Oslo.  Panned  to  apply  the  inspiration  he  had  received 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speers: 


October  8,  19U7 


-  2  - 

I  handed  Bobbie  a  copy  of  a  recent  issue  of  the  Presbyterian 
Tribune  containing  the  splendid  tribute  to  your  life  and  service  and  I 
suggested  to  this  fine  young  man  that  he  read  them  carefully  and  attempt 
to  follow  in  your  footsteps.  It  is  my  hope  and  prayer  that  the  mantle 
of  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer  will  fall  upon  the  shoulders  of  Edward  Bailey 
Crichton. 

With  assurance  of  my  deep  respect,  I  am, 


Cordially  yours. 


John  G.  Gredler,  Director 
Building  Aid  Collections 


JGG/as 


The  Grosse  pointe  Memorial  Church 

REV.  FRANK  F1TT,  MINISTER 
16  LAKE  SHORE  ROAD 

GROSSE  POINTE  FARMS  30.  MICHIGAN 
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ALMIGHTY  GOD,  OUR  HEAVENLY  FATHER,  Who  hast  given 
unto  us  the  chief  gifts  of  life  and  hast  bestowed 
upon  us  the  messengers  of  Thy  way,  we  thank  Thee 
for  the  witness  of  him  whose  memory  has  brought  us 
together  at  this  time. 

As  we  offer  our  prayer  of  gratitude  now  we 
remember  him  as  we  saw  him  and  heard  him  across 
the  years,  his  manly  presence,  his  unforgettable 
voice,  his  earnest  spirit,  his  deep  faith  and  his 
message  of  power,  and  we  ask  that  his  influence  for 
Thy  redemptive  message  through  our  Lord  may  continue 
in  increasing  measure  through  those  who  found  their 
inspiration  in  him.  Among  the  schools  and  colleges, 
in  the  councils  of  the  churches,  at  mission  stations 
around  the  world,  by  means  of  his  written  word  in 
many  books,  may  his  spirit  persist  for  guidance  in 
thought  and  action.  Evn  as  in  the  past  Thou  hast 

A 

given  unto  us  those  mighty  ones  who  stood  out  as 
leaders  in  Thy  cause  so  hast  Thou  given  unto  us  in 
our  own  day  and  generation  Thy  servant,  Robert 
Elliott  Speer,  and  for  Thy  gift  we  are  grateful. 

We  pray  for  those  things  that  lay  close  to 
his  heart  and  mind  and  for  which  through  length  of 


days  he  expended  himself  so  tirelessly,  especially 
the  mission  work,  of  Thy  Kingdom,  that  in  lands  both 
far  and  near  Thy  giving  of  Thyself  in  our  Lord  may 
be  recognized  as  the  supreme  truth  available  for  ou^ 
need.  As  we  offer  our  petition  at  this  solemn  time 
may  we  gather  strength  for  ourselves  that  we,  too, 
may  do  our  full  part  as  Thy  servants,  that  light  may 
take  the  place  of  darkness,  that  the  hungry  may  be 

fed,  that  the  sorrowing  may  be  comforted  and  that, 

» 

across  a  world  stricken  by  war,  hatred  and  cruelty, 
the  dawn  of  lasting  peace  and  freedom  may  come.  Help 
us  towards  those  virtues  of  character  exemplified  so 
unmlstakeably  in  him,  his  loyalty,  his  fearlessness, 
his  devotion  to  Thee,  that  we  may  find  blessing. 

We  bespeak  Thy  comforting  touch  upon  those  who 
stood  closest  to  him  in  home  and  in  friendship,  that 
in  his  passing  they  may  gather  strength  as  they 
remember  the  precious  association  of  the  years  and 
find  solace  in  sanctifying  memories. 

Thus  we  commit  him  to  Thee  in  love  and  adorat¬ 
ion,  knowing  that  he  has  entered  into  his  reward  in 
the  further  keeping  of  Thy  love  and  praying  that  we 
may  be  worthy  to  receive  a  portion  of  his  heritage. 

In  the  Name  of  our  Lord.  Amen. 


OToobtoarti  £Uienue  -Presbyterian  Cfjurcl) 

Woodward  and  Philadelphia  Avenues 
Detroit  2,  Michigan 

+  ♦  ♦ 

MEMORIAL  SERVICE  FOR  DR.  ROBERT  ELLIOTT  SPEER 

♦  +  + 

Thursday,  December  11,  1947  at  7:45  P.  M. 

-f  -f  + 

Organ  Prelude;  “Funeral  March”  Chopin 

Introductory  Statement  DR.  ROBERT  C.  STANGER 

Minister  Bethel  Evangelical  &  Reformed  Church,  presiding 

Hymn — 429:  “For  all  the  saints”  Sarum 

The  Prayer  of  Invocation  THE  REV.  G.  MERRILL  LENOX 

Executive  Secretary,  Detroit  Council  of  Churches 

The  Reading  of  the  Scripture  DR.  HERBERT  B.  HUDNUT 

Minister,  Woodward  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church 

Anthem:  “Blest  are  the  Departed”  Handel 

“Blest  are  the  departed  who  in  the  Lord  are  sleeping,  from  henceforth  for 
evermore:  they  rest  from  their  labours,  and  their  works  follow  them.” 

The  Choir  of  the  Woodward  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church 

Mr.  Paul  W.  W.  Green  —  Organist  -  Director 

The  Prayer  of  Commemoration  DR.  FRANK  FITT 

Minister,  Grosse  Pointe  Memorial  Church,  Grosse  Pointe,  Mich. 

Hymn— 377,  “Jesus  shall  reign”  Duke  Street 

,3n  (JMemartum 

Address:  DR.  CHARLES  HAVEN  MYERS,  Minister 

North  Woodward  Congregational  Church. 

Address:  DR.  FREDERICK  H.  OLERT,  Minister 

First  Presbyterian  Church 

The  Benediction  DR.  ROBERT  C.  STANGER 

Seven  Fold  Amen 

Organ  Postlude:.  Dead  March  from  “Saul”  Handel 

This  Memorial  Service  was  arranged  by  the  Detroit  Council  of  Churches  and  represents 
all  Churches  of  the  Metropolitan  area. 


The  music  is  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Paul  W.  W.  Green,  assisted  by  the 
Choir  and  Quartet  of  this  Church. 


600  LEXINGTON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22,  N.  Y. 


THE  WOMAN’S  PRESS 


-X- 


Jan.  I9/I4-8 


Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

I  am  enclosing  your  list  of  names, 
as  you  requested. 

I  have  sent  the  copies  to  Bishop  Oxnam 
and  Bishop  McConnell. 

We  shall  be  happy  to  send  out  your  other 
copies  as  soon  as  we  hear  from  you. 


Since  re  ly .  y  ours , 


9/J  Xl-is) 


Mrs  Elliott  Speer, 


jj%  i  hUo  d.  f$  —  'W 
Dobbd  Ferry,  N.Y?.  fU**. 


Miss  Caroline  Speer,  Apt  7  A.  325  East  72nd  St.  N.Y.C. 

V 

William  Speer,  Edgebrook,  New  Brunswick,  N.J. 


Dr  and  Mrs  R .  F . Barbour , 
Miss  McMurtrie,  Penn  St. 


Hill  House,  Iron  Acton, 
GloucestershiE9 .  England. 
Huntingdon,  Penn. 


Mr  and  Mrs  Char&ls  Lincoln  Reed  234  Penn  ot. 

Mrs  «,  McM. Speer,  H™«ingdon  Penn 

"Justhome",  Palisades,  N.Y. 
George  Reily  Ba.iley, 

(b  North  Second  St. 

Harrisburg,  Penn.. 

Mrs  Henry  McC  Gross,  North  front  ot.  / 

Harrisburg ,  Penn . 

Mrs  Powell  Crichton, Harbour  View,  Paget,  Bermuda, 


Mrs  John  Lambrecht,  1334,  31st  St.  N.Y. 

Washington,  D.C. 

Mrs  Douglas  Moore,  464  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y. 
Dr  and  Mrs  Henry  Sloan  Coffin,  Lakeville,  Conn. 

The  Rev  John  Mackajs,  D.D.  Princeton,  N.J. 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  S.Ruland,  156  Fifth  Ave.  New  York.  N.Y. 


The  Rev  W.R.Wheeler,  YALE-inl CHINA,  New  Hacen  Conn. 


James  S. Cushman,  915  Fifth  Ave.  New  York. 

Mr  and  Mrs  E.  M.  Bulkley,  ^817  Fifth  Ave.  New  York. N.Y 


George  Innes,  1704  ^adowbrook  Road,  Altad.ena,  Cal. 
Mr  and  Mrs  Thomas  Wagner,  Lakeville,  Conn. 


Mr  and  Mrs  John  Lester,  Brook  Road,  Wayne,  Penn. 

Mb  Sheaf e  Satterthwaite,  40  Grand  view  Terrace, 

Tenafly,  N.J. 

Miss  M.H. Shearman,  Care  of  Mrs  Garrett, 

5301  York  Road,  Philadelphia  41.  Pa. 
Miss  Florence  Evelyn  Smith,  casilla  211  Santiago,  Chit 
Miss  Clara  Reed  Edgewood  Gardens,  Springfield,  Mass. 
The  Rev  John  Strong,  D.D.  The  Antlers^  Colorado  S;.  nrgs 
Mrs  William  S.Stoge,  940  Washington  ot,  Colorado 
San  rrancisco.  Cal.  ^oiado. 


Mrs  William  Gould, 

Gould  Farm,  Great  Barrington.  Mass. 
The  Rev  Sidney  McKee, 

Gould  Farm,  ^reat  Barrington,  Mass. 


%  Thr, 


7 

''75—1'  jo-*  - 

^  C^f  •  l  - — 


fpt'+'l 


j  r  O 

(A  *.f**-*^<  i 

l  Lc  4-  i-Ai. 


also  - 


Dr.  Jamas  H.  Franklin 

61+^0  Rosa  lawn  Road,  Richmong,  Va. 


Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam 
Bishop  F.  J.  McConnell 
150  Fifth  Ave. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
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Officeofthe  President 
The  Northfield  Schools 
East  Northfield,  Massachusetts 

s' 

January  22,  1%8 


My  dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Northfield  Schools, 
held  in  the  Board  Room  of  the  Bank  of 
the  Manhattan  Company  on  January  16th, 
the  Trustees  voted  to  include  a  resolu¬ 
tion  on  Doctor  Speer  in  the  minutes. 

I  thought  you  might  like  to  have  this 
resolution  and  am  enclosing  a  copy  for 
you  to  keep. 


With  all  good  wishes, 


Sincerely  yours 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


President 


FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OF 
THE  NORTHFIELD  SCHOOLS  - 
A  RESOLUTION  ON  DR.  ROBERT  3.  SPEER 

January  16,  1948 


The  Board  of  Trustees  of  The  Northfield  Schools 
records  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  a  member,  Robert  Elliott 

Speer,  on  November  23,  1947. 

Doctor  Speer,  who  was  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States 
for  forty-six  years,  became  a  member  of  our  Board  in  June,  1896. 

He  was  for  many  years  a  leader  at  the  Northfield  Conferences,  and 
through  them  became  interested  in  the  Schools.  He  was  a  yearly 
speaker  at  the  Northfield  Student  Conference  from  1889  to  1936  and 
took  part  in  many  of  the  foreign  missionary  conferences.  From  1893 
to  1939  he  was  a  frequent  speaker  at  the  Young  Women’s  Conferences 
and  the  Northfield  General  Conference,  appearing  as  the  special 
Centennial  speaker  at  this  conference  in  1937.  He  was  often  guest 
preacher  in  the  Chapels  of  our  Schools  and  his  visits  were  a  source 
of  inspiration  to  both  students  and  faculty.  He  spoke  in  the  Mount 
Hermon  Chapel  in  the  fall  of  1946  and  was  to  have  been  with  us  again 
in  1947  but  his  illness  prevented  it. 

We  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Northfield  Schools 
will  sorely  miss  the  wisdom  and  guidance  of  Doctor  Speer.  We  realize 
well  that  he  was  one  of  the  truly  great  Christian  leaders  of  our  time 
and  we  feel  grateful  for  the  association  we  had  with  him. 


% 


OUTREACH 

Successor  to 


‘^l/Upmeu  an  i/M, 


unon^ 


<l A  <_ Monthly  JMagazine  of  ^Missions 

Published  by  the  Woman's  Committee  of  the  Boards  of  National  and  Foreign  Missions 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
and  the  Board  of  Christian  Education 


FLORENCE  HAYES,  Editor 


156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  10,  N.  Y. 


March.  1,  1948 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
825  Montgomery  Avenue 
Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  lies,  Speer: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of  February 
28,  received  in  this  morning’s  mail.  I  must  apologize  for 
not  having  acknowledged  receipt  of  the  manuscript  with 
your  corrections  noted.  We  were  all  busy  here  with  the 
preparation  of  final  copy  for  the  April  issue  of  the 
magaz ine • 

We  have  made,  I  think,  every  change  suggested. 

Miss  Speer  thought  that  the  paragraphswhich  referred  to 
Dr.  Speer's  sense  of  humor  should  be  included.  You  will 
find  I  have  put  them  back  into  the  article.  She  also  said, 
"Mother  is  adamant  about  the  mention  of  herself,  anyway," 
so  I  took  out  even  the  line  you  gave  me.  I  hope  that  meets 
with  your  wishes . 

I  am  very  happy  to  enclose  the  original  copy  .just  as 
Dr.  Wheeler  sent  it  in  to  us.  He  cut  a  few  lines  because  of 
its  length,  as  I  have  noted  in  the  margins.  I  had  a  letter 
from  him  this  morning,  asking  if  I  could  include  a  paragraph 
about  Dr.  Speer’s  interest  in  fishing.  I  am  very  sorry  it 
came  just  too  late* 

I  hope  you  and  your  daughter  are  well  and  happy  in 
Bryn  Mawr. 


Sincere  ly. 


FH:VH 
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MRS.  ARTHUR  BAVE 

963  VIRGIL  AVENUE 
RIDGEFIELD.  NEW  JERSEY 
MOFiSEM  ERE  6-49S6 

April  4  1948 

My  deer  Mrs  Speer: 

I  think  of  you  many  times  a  day  and  hope  you 
arc  very  well  -  I  know  you  are  very  busy  -  and  that  the  new  way  . 
of  life  is  not  being  too  difficult. 

The  enclosed  clipping  is  one  of  I  lils's  bits  from  the  ^uason 
Dispatch  and  I  thought  it  might  interest  you. 

Of  the  several  hundred  preachers  I  have  know  more  or  less  well 
and  worked  with  there  were  only  three  v:ho  seemed  to  me  really 
honest  to  goodness  living  up  to  their  standards  -  Dr  Speer  - 
Dr  Lucius  Bugbee  and  Dr  Ellis'.  I  think  I  should  add  Bishop 
Thoburn  who  was  one  of  the  world's  best.  Now  that  Dr  Bugbee 
is  gone  it  leaves  only  Dr  Ellis  and  he  had  a  ver,  bad  accident 
early  in  the  winter.  However,  Mrs  Ellis  wrote  that  he  was  quite 
all  right  again. 

If  these  fine  people  must  pass  on  we  are  glad  to  have  had  them 
and  still  retain  the  memory  of  their  influence. 
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It  has  been  a  difficult  winter  here  and  I  along  with  many  others 
have  been  very  ill  -  though  I  missed  only  two  days  from  work  -  .■ 
But  now  that  the  warmer  weather  is  here  -  we  hope  to  stay  -  every- 


>>  body  will  be  better  and  life  will  go  on  a  little  longer. 


d 

o 


The  new  peach  trees  I  put  in  last  Fall  are  budded  and  all  the 


d 
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-p  Plants  and  things  are  up  nicely  crocuses  are  in  bloom  -  I  presume 
-g.  y°nr  gardens  are  much  farther  advanced  than  ours. 

P 

§  Pith  every  good  wish  for  you  and  all  your  household  Very  sincsrel; 

«i"cAX_Ct.  /3 
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PRAYER  NOTES  -  SEP TEkBPR  1947 


PR,  For  a  healthful  summer  ?nd  for  a  chance  to  reed  some 

greet  books  in  the  field  of  education.  Gratitude  that  both  of 
our  children  ere  developing  into  serious  students  with  Christian 
purpose. 

PRAYER:  That  God.  may  direct  me  in  conversations  with  two 
college  presidents  who  seem  to  be  leading  their  colleges  away 
from  their  Christian  purpose:  That  the  study  on  the  Place  of 
Christianity  in  Higher  Education  may  bf  of  service  to  the  whole 
Protestant  movement.  Special  prayer/ asked  for  the  meeting  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Study,  Sept,  f 9th  and  FOth. 

PRAIuE:  For  the  privilege  of  sharing  in  the  Whitby  meeting  of 
the  I.M.C.  and  for  the  positive  notes  which  it  sounded,  especially 
that  of  world-wide  evangelism. 

For  a  restful  and  renewing  vacation  in  rural  Quebec;  and, 
incidentally,  many  rewarding  contacts  with  leaders  in  the 
Canadian  churches. 

PRAY if;  For  wisdom  in  dealing  with  some  very  difficult 

problems  on  the  hotizon,  -  including  relations  with  the  ftman 
Catholic  Church  and  the  bitter  and  misleading  attacks  by  the 
ul  t re. -sect a r i an  Fu nd& ® en t &  lists. 

P RAISE:  For  a.  remarkably  successful  .and  inspiring  meeting  of 
the  I.M.C.  at  Whitby;  for  happy  weeks  in  my  Oregon  home  writing 
ana  resting, 

PR1 YLR :  For  the  usefulness  of  the  little  book  on  the  V  hi tby 
gathering  of  which  1  am  joint  author;  for  the  coming  weeks 
abroad.  X  sail  Sept*  18th  to  be  back  Dec.  9th.  I  am  to 
lecture  at  the  Ecumenical  Institute,  Oct.  1-7,  in  Regents 
Park  College,  Oxford,  Oct.  17-14;  preach  at  St.  Giles, 

Edinburgh,  Oct.  19th;  give  the  Cadbury  Lectures  at  the 
University  of  Birmingham,  Oct.  £8-Hov.  £7;  lecture  at  Cambridge 
Nov.  10th;  at  Hereford  Oct.  17th,  Nov.  z>  and  at  Worcester, 

Nov.  17,  PA.  for  strength  and  guidance  in  all  these  enooint- 
iiients. 

Phi.ICE;  For  a.  diversified  and  joyous  summer  -  speaking  engage¬ 
ments  at  Interseminary  Conference,  I.M.C,  meeting,  Canada, 
Princeton  Institute  of  Theology,  Bonclanken,  Montreat,  Ridge 
Crest,  and  Junalasks.  for  en  unusual  sense* of  God* s  presence 
in  speaking.  For  the  experience  of  the  reality  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  at  the  I.M.C.  meeting.  For  a  restful  and  inspiring 
vacation  time  in. the  mountains  of  North  Carolina. 

PRi YER:  For  the  opening  of  the  Seminary  at  the  end  of  October. 
For  God's  unerring  guidance  in  dealing  \ 1th  an  appeal  from 
the  I.M.C.  For  the  final  preparations  before  Seminary  opens 
at  the  end  of  September.  For  much  needed  wisdom  in  preparing 
lecture  series  for  Edinburgh  end  Louisville  during  the  next 
school  year. 


Kindly  Join  ■«  In  priyers  of  thanksgiving  for  mervelou# 
answers  to  prayer  in  connection  with  the  all— iaiportan^  and 
intensely  absorbing  series  of  intern*  t-ionsl  consult*-. tions  <?nc 
conferences  during  the  past  few  weeks  in  Britain. 

PRAY  for  41  vine  guidance  in  selecting  fro©  the  mass  of 

invi tatlcUU  for  service  as  to  those  to  vhich  I  should  give  need 

or  right  of  way. 

THANKSGIVING:  For  a  healthful,  happy  summer  -  most  of  the  time 
vefpin*  ”  8a  c  h  e  1  or  Hr  1 1 11  at  home;  for  cheering  visits  to  nephews 
in  Maine  .-.nd  Massachusetts;  for  Good  news  from  dear  ones  in 
China,  India,  Europe  and  America;  &r  good  reports  from  members 
of  our  Quiet  Day  group. 

PHAYEHt  For  plans  for  our  Quiet  Day;  for  *  dear  young  friend 
who  is  in  danger  of  being  misled  into  the  Roman  Catholic  Church; 
for  another  dear  one  who  greatly  needs  a  spiritual  New  Birth; 
for  wisdom  in  new  responsibilities  as  the  autumn  world  opens. 

TriAN&EGlVIHG:  For  a  happy,  useful  summer,  good  conferences, 
fruitful  church  services  and  much  joy  in  our  home,  the  gardens 
and  the  shop. 

PH.  YER:  For  engagements  in  East  Liberty  Church,  Pittsburgh, 

Cent.  7th,  and  with  the  Moravian  ministers  in  tinst  n-Balem, 

Jg?-S>5;  for  our  British  children  going  to  a  new  home  near  Bristol; 
for  our  oldest  grandedsughter,  Caroline,  home  from  Syria  and 
with  her  plans  still  undertfrmned. 

PRAISE:  For  the  Whitby  IMG  confer encr  -  nd  its  emphasis  on 
world -wide  expectant  evangelism.  For  the  many  evidences  that  the 
fire  of  the  Gospel  is  being  kindled  in  au  ny  lands.  For  a  fruit¬ 
ful  missions  conference  at  Green  Lake  (Northern  Baptist  Assembly). 

PF.  YGh:  For  a  heavy  fail  schedule  of  speaking,  writing, 
conferring,  including  some  special  service  to  the  I.M.C.  in 
sending  forth  to  all  the  churches  the  special  insights  and 
findings  at  the  Whitby  Conference.  For  missionaries  new  and. 
old  who  ft;  ve  sailed  for  their  fields  during  the  summer  months. 
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PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

PRINCETON.  NEW  JERSEY 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


July  19,  1948 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Connecticut 

My  dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

Yesterday  I  had  the  unspeakable  joy  of  being  at  Huntingdon. 

The  occasion  was  the  unveiling  of  a  Memorial  Tablet  in  Dr.  Speer's 
home  church  at  which  I  was  privileged  to  give  the  address.  I  chose 
as  my  text  the  first  words  in  Isaiah  42:1  —  "Behold  my  servant." 

After  making  clear  that  the  words  referred  in  the  primary  and 
supreme  sense  to  Jesus  Christ,  I  spoke  of  Dr.  Speer  as  a  servant  of 
Christ,  as  a  servant  of  the  Word  of  God  (speaking  of  his  love  of  the 
Bible  and  his  power  as  a  preacher  and  expositor  of  Biblical  truth), 
and  thirdly  as  a  servant  of  God's  missionary  cause.  There  was  a 
large  congregation  and  I  felt  greatly  helped  in  speaking. 

Miss  McMurtrie  was  my  hostess.  She  showed  me  many  of  her 
treasures  which  were  linked  to  the  Speer  family  and  regaled  me  with 
many  stories  of  Dr.  Speer's  life.  As  I  breathed  the  atmosphere  of 
her  home  and  that  of  the  Reed  home  where  Dr.  Speer  was  bom,  I 
felt  that  I  understood  him  better  than  ever  before,  sensing  how 
intimately  he  was  linked  to  a  long  and  great  tradition  that  went 
back  tw  centuries. 

Miss  McMurtrie  and  the  Reeds  were  very  much  interested  in  the 
idea  that  our  new  library  in  Princeton  Seminary  should  bear  the  name 
of  Dr.  Speer. 

After  pondering  the  matter  a  great  deal  I  venture  to  ask  if, 
after  all,  his  name  might  not  be  linked  to  this  project  from  the 
beginning.  It  is  here  in  Princeton  that  his  missionary  devotion 
began  to  burn.  It  is  from  here  he  went  to  the  Foreign  Board,  During 
his  time  as  a  Board  Secretary  he  was  a  member  of  the  Seminary's 
governing  board.  At  the  time  of  the  Centennial  in  1912  he  surveyed 
the  contribution  of  Princeton  Seminary  to  the  missionary  movement. 

Upon  his  retirement  from  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  he  became  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Seminary  Board  of  Trustees.  The  project  which  he  was  most 
interested  in  and  to  the  plans  for  which  he  devoted  a  great  deal  of  atten¬ 
tion  was  our  new  library.  Could  anything  be  more  appropriate  than  that 
the  new  library  should  bear  his  name  and  that  it  should  be  told  to  the 
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Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 


July  19,  194S 


American  public  in  general  that  that  was  the  intention. 

In  the  library  would  be  a  special  honored  alcove  where  I 
would  dare  hope  that  the  bulk  of  his  invaluable  collection  of 
books  might  one  day  be  housed  for  the  inspiration  and  enlightenment 
of  future  generations  of  Princeton  Seminary  students.  In  that  way 
his  name  would  be  worthily  cherished  in  a  place  to  which  he  was 
closely  linked  in  life  and  which  would  carry  on  his  memory  and 
traditions  into  the  future  generations. 

I  do  hope,  therefore,  that  you  and  the  other  members  of  the 
family  will  see  this  point  of  view.  We  shall,  of  course,  be  most 
deferential  to  your  wishes  in  the  matter,  but  I  earnestly  hope 
that  consent  will  be  forthcoming  to  the  idea  that  Princeton  Seminary 
wants  to  perpetuate  in  this  way  the  memory  of  one  of  its  greatest 
sons . 


Mrs.  Mackay  and  I  sail  on  thfe  Mauretania  for  Southampton  on 
Wednesday.  Dr.  Quay,  our  new  Vice  President  whom  you  know,  will  be 
in  Princeton  a  good  part  of  the  Summer  and  will  be  in  touch  with 
you. 


It  was  a  very  great  joy  to  have  had  you  during  Commencement 
time.  The  addresses  given  at  the  Memorial  Service  will  be  duly 
printed  in  our  next  Bulletin  and  copies  will  be  sent  to  you. 

I  learned  yesterday  that  Mrs.  Barbour  is  also  sailing  on  the 
Mauretania.  In  that  case  we  shall  be  on  the  lookout  for  her. 

Give  my  warmest  regards  to  Miss  Margaret  and  to  William  and 
all  the  members  of  the  family.  I  trust  you  will  have  a  very  joyous 
Summer  among  those  lovely  Connecticut  hills. 


P.S.  I  ought  to  have  mentioned  that  I  have  taken  up  with  several 
key  members  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  both  Board  members  and 
members  of  the  Staff,  the  question  of  our  library  project.  They 
apparently  will  not  have  the  slightest  objection  to  any  connection 
that  may  be  established  or  proposed  between  the  name  of  Dr.  Speer 
and  the  new  library. 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


OFFICE  OF  THE  VICE-PRESIDENT 


September  13,  1948 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
My  dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

The  letter  containing  your  final  decision  regarding  the 
memorial  library  for  Dr.  Speer  at  Princeton  reached  my  office 
in  my  absence.  Of  course  we  are  disappointed,  but  I  know  your 
decision  has  been  arrived  at  only  after  very  sympathetic 
consideration  and  prayer.  We,  therefore,  accept  your  conclusion 
with  real  appreciation  of  the  difficulty  you  have  faced. 

We  shall  be  most  grateful  indeed  to  receive  the  valuable 
collection  of  pamphlets  from  Dr.  Speer's  library  and  to  arrange 
a  special  place  for  them  in  the  new  building  when  that  becomes 
a  reality.  I  am  sure  Dr.  Mackay  and  the  other  members  of  the 
Faculty  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  will  all  be  grateful  for  this 
enduring  evidence  of  Dr.  Speer's  loyalty  and  long  years  of 
service  to  Princeton  Seminary. 

Mrs.  Quay  and  I  are  still  searching  for  a  modest  place 
where  we  can  spend  our  summers.  It  would  indeed  be  nice  if  we 
could  locate  somewhere  in  the  lovely  vicinity  about  Lakeville. 
Were  she  here,  I  know  she  would  wish  to  join  me  in  warmest 
wishes  to  you. 


Sincerelv  vours. 


JKQ:d 
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Smith,  Buchanan  &  Ingersoll 
Union  Trust  Building 
Pittsburgh  19,  Pa* 


October  16,  1943 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Rockledge, 

Lakeville,  Connecticut, 

Dear  Mrs,  Speer: 

When  I  was  in  Princeton  at  the  Seminary  Board  meeting  on  Tuesday  I 
learned  from  Dr .Quay  that  he  had  heard  from  you  that  you  thought  that 
the  library  which  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Seminary  to  build  should  not 
be  named  for  Dr.  Speer,  I  talked  with  both  him  and  Dr.  Mackay  about  the 
matter  and  said  that  I  should  like  to  write  to  you  on  the  subject, 

I  feed  very  sure  that  Dr,  Speer  did  not  have  such  a  memorial  as  the 
library  building  in  mind  when  he  said  that  he  thought  that  there  should 
be  no  memorial.  If  you  know  that  I  am  wrong  about  this,  please  disregard 
what  I  say  in  this  letter.  I  only  know  that  when,  shortly  after  Dr.  Speer* s 
death,  I  made  a  small  contribution  to  what  I  hoped  would  be  a  memorial  for 
him  in  the  library,  the  thought  of  naming  the  building  for  him  had  not 
occurred  to  me.  Moreover,  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  the  proposal  that  the 
building  should  be  named  for  iiira,  I  felt  that  no  other  name  would  be  so 
appropriate.  I  do  not  mean  that  it  should  be  called  the  Speer  Memorial 
Library,  but  rather  the  Robert  E.  Speer  Library.  I  will  try  to  set  down 
briefly  in  this  letter  why  X  think  the  library  should  be  so  named, 

My  first  reason  for  desiring  that  there  be  a  Speer  Library  is  to 
honor  Robert  E.  Speer.  We  have  at  the  Seminary  three  buildings  named  for 
men  to  whom  the  institution  and  the  Church  owe  a  great  deal:  Alexander 
Hall,  Miller  Chapel,  Hodge  Hall.  The  idea  for  another  of  the  buildings 
is  to  name  it  the  3enjamin  3.  Warfield  Hall.  With  these  four  names  there 
is  no  other  which  may  be  so  appropriately  selected  to  preserve  in  tangible 
form  the  Princeton  tradition  for  future  generations  as  that  of  Robert 
L.  Speer.  And  I  think  it  goes  without  saying  that  for  his  name  to  be 
associated  with  the  library  would  be  even  better  than  to  have  it 
associated  with  any  other  building. 

My  secondary  reason  (andl  assure  you  that  it  is  distinctly  secondary 
in  spite  of  my  obligation  as  a  Trustee)  for  letting  the  public  know  that 
we  wi3h  to  have  a  Robert  E.  Speer  Library  is  that  1  believe  that  twice 
as  much  money  can  be  raised  to  make  the  library  building  a  suitable  one 
if  it  is  known  that  it  will  bear  that  name  as  would  be  raised  if  it  were 
to  be  anonymous.  Presbyterians  at  large  know  how  much  they  owe  to 
Robert  E.  Speer.  At  the  same  time,  I  can  assure  you  after  my  conversation 
with  Dr.  Mackay  and  Dr.  Quay  that  no  solicitation  of  a  contribution  will 
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be  made  from  anyone  on  the  ground  that  he  can  show  his  appreciation  of 
Dr.  Speer  by  making  the  contribution.  The  name  Speer  will  be  attached  to 
the  library  on  the  plan  just  as  the  name  Warfield  will  be  attached  to  one 
of  the  other  new  buildings  and  just  as  some  name  is  attached  to  every  one 
of  the  present  buildings  except  the  Administration  Building.  Some  persons 
doubtless  will  contribute  to  the  Warfield  building  by  reason  of  interest 
in  perpetuating  the  memory  of  Dr.  Qarfield.  Many  wo  id  doubtless  contribute 
to  the  Speer  Library  by  reason  of  interest  in  perpetuating  the  memory  of 
Dr.  Speer.  No  one  will  be  asked  to  make  a  gift  for  such  a  reason. 

I  am  informed  by  Dr.  Quay  that  the  brochure  with  reference  to  the 
Seminary’s  plan  for  building  expansion  is  ready  for  the  printer  but  that  he 
will  hold  it  up  for  a  week  or  two  longer  if  there  is  a  prospect  that  the 
library  may  be  referred  to  as  the  Robert  E.  Speer  Library  instead  of 
without  having  any  name  to  give  to  it. 

I  trust  that  I  have  said  enough  to  show  that  the  plan  of  the  Seminary 
is  one  which  would  not  interfere  with  any  prior  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  or  any  other  institution  to  raise  a  memorial 
fund  in  memory  of  Dr.  Speer.  If  on  reconsideration  you  would  think  such 
a  fund  appropriate,  it  could  be  raised.  The  plan  of  the  Seminary  is 
merely  to  honor  Dr.  Speer  and  to  take  the  means  (by  announcing  that  the 
library  is  to  be  the  Robert  E.  Speer  Library,  as  distinguished,  for  instance, 
from  the  present  Lenox  Library)  of  encouraging  people  to  help  the  Seminary 
secure  the  fund  which  will  make  the  new  building  and  also  the  honoring  of 
Dr.  Speer  possible* 

With  affectionate  regard,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours. 


John  G.  Buchanan  (signed) 


COPY 


Smith,  Buchanan  &  Ingersoll 
Union  Trust  Building 
Pittsburgh  19,  Pa* 


October  16,  1948 


Mrs,  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Rockledge, 

Lakeville,  Connecticut, 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

When  I  was  in  Princeton  at  the  Seminary  Board  meeting  on  Tuesday  I 
learned  from  Dr, Quay  that  he  had  heard  from  you  that  you  thought  that 
the  library  which  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Seminary  to  build  should  not 
be  named  for  Dr.  Speer,  I  talked  with  both  him  and  Dr,  Mackay  about  the 
matter  and  said  that  I  should  like  to  write  to  you  on  the  subject, 

I  feel  very  sure  that  Dr.  Speer  did  not  have  such  a  memorial  as  the 
library  building  in  mind  when  he  said  that  he  thought  that  there  should 
be  no  memorial.  If  you  know  that  I  am  wrong  about  this,  please  disregard 
what  I  say  in  this  letter.  I  only  know  that  when,  shortly  after  Dr.  Speer’s 
death,  I  made  a  small  contribution  to  what  I  hoped  would  be  a  memorial  for 
him  in  the  library,  the  thought  of  naming  the  building  for  him  had  not 
occurred  to  me.  Moreover,  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  the  proposal  that  the 
building  should  be  named  for  him,  I  felt  that  no  other  name  would  be  so 
appropriate®  I  do  not  mean  that  it  should  be  called  the  Speer  Memorial 
Library,  but  rather  the  Robert  E.  Speer  Library.  I  will  try  to  set  down 
briefly  in  this  letter  why  I  think  the  library  should  be  so  named. 

My  first  reason  for  desiring  that  there  be  a  Speer  Library  is  to 
honor  Robert  E.  Speer.  We  have  at  the  Seminary  three  buildings  named  for 
men  to  whom  the  institution  and  the  Church  owe  a  great  deal:  Alexander 
Hall,  Miller  Chapel,  Hodge  Hall.  The  idea  for  another  of  the  buildings 
is  to  name  it  the  Benjamin  B.  Warfield  Hall,  With  these  four  names  there 
is  no  other  which  may  be  so  appropriately  selected  to  preserve  in  tangible 
form  the  Princeton  tradition  for  future  generations  as  that  of  Robert  ' 

E.  Speer.  And  I  think  it  goes  without  saying  that  for  his  name  to  be 
associated  with  the  library  would  be  even  better  than  to  have  it 
associated  with  any  other  building. 

My  secondary  reason  (and I  assure  you  that  it  is  distinctly  secondary 
in  spite  oi  my  obligation  as  a  Trustee)  for  letting  the  public  know  that 
we  wish  to  have  a  Robert  E.  Speer  Library  is  that  I  believe  that  twice 
as  much  money  can  be  raised  to  make  the  library  building  a  suitable  one 
if  it  is  known  that  it  will  bear  that  name  as  would  be  raised  if  it  were 
to  be  anonymous.  Presbyterians  at  large  know  how  much  they  owe  to 
Robert  E,  Speer.  At  the  same  time,  1  can  assure  you  after  my  conversation 
witxi  Dr .  Mackay  and  Dr.  Quay  that  no  solicitation  of  a  contribution  will 
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be  made  from  anyone  on  the  ground  that  he  can  show  his  appreciation  of 
Dr.  Speer  by  making  the  contribution.  The  name  Speer  will  be  attached  to 
the  library  on  the  plan  just  as  the  name  Warfield  will  be  attached  to  one 
of  the  other  new  buildings  and  just  as  some  name  is  attached  to  every  one 
of  the  present  buildings  except  the  Administration  Building.  Some  persons 
doubtless  will  contribute  to  the  Warfield  building  by  reason  of  interest 
in  perpetuating  the  memory  of  Dr.  Warfield.  Many  would  doubtless  contribute 
to  the  Speer  Library  by  reason  of  interest  in  perpetuating  the  memory  of 
Dr.  Speer.  No  one  will  be  asked  to  make  a  gift  for  such  a  reason. 

I  am  informed  by  Dr.  Quay  that  the  brochure  with  reference  to  the 
Seminary's  plan  for  building  expansion  is  ready  for  the  printer  but  that  he 
will  hold  it  up  for  a  week  or  two  longer  if  there  is  a  prospect  that  the 
library  may  be  referred  to  as  the  Robert  E.  Speer  Library  instead  of 
without  having  any  name  to  give  to  it. 

I  trust  that  I  have  said  enough  to  show  that  the  plan  of  the  Seminary 
is  one  which  would  not  interfere  with  any  prior  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  or  any  other  institution  to  raise  a  memorial 
fund  in  memory  of  Dr.  Speer.  If  on  reconsideration  you  would  think  such 
a  fund  appropriate,  it  could  be  raised.  The  plan  of  the  Seminary  is 
merely  to  honor  Dr.  Speer  and  to  take  the  means  (by  announcing  that  the 
library  is  to  be  the  Robert  E.  Speer  Library,  as  distinguished,  for  instance, 
from  the  present  Lenox  Library)  of  encouraging  people  to  help  the  Seminary 
secure  the  fund  which  will  make  the  new  building  and  also  the  honoring  of 
Dr.  Speer  possible. 

With  affectionate  regard,  I  am 

Sincerely  yours. 


John  G.  Buchanan  (signed) 
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Office  of  the  Secretary 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  10,  New  York 


October  20,  194# 


Mr So  Robert  E.  Speer, 

"Rockledge", 

Lakeville,  Connecticut. 

Dear  Mrs,  Speer: 

I  have  received  your  letter,  together  with  the  letter  from  Mr.  Buchanan, 
The  thousand  copies  of  "Five  Minutes  a  Day"  will  be  sufficient  to  supply 
both  our  active  missionaries  and  our  retired  missionaries  as  well  as  the 
members  of  the  executive  staff  of  the  Board. 

I  find  it  very  difficult  to  advise  you  in  regard  to  the  very  difficult 
question  which  you  face  in  connection  with  the  proposed  library  at  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary,,  I  think  Mr.  Buchanan,  who  knew  Dr.  Speer  so  well, 
has  a  very  strong  point  in  his  letter.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a  very 
personal  matter  which  you  and  the  members  of  your  immediate  family  will 
have  to  decide  in  the  light  of  your  knowledge  of  Dr.  Speer  and  his  special 
concern  that  there  be  no  memorial  of  any  kind  to  him.  The  problem  as  I  see 
it,  is  the  difficult  one  of  observing,  as  you  know  best,  the  personal  wish 
of  Dr.  Speer  and  at  the  same  time  doing  what  is  in  conformity  with  that 
desire  of  Dr.  Speer  to  further  the  work  of  the  interests  most  near  to  his 
heart.  I  think  I  should  make  it  clear  again  that  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  would  in  no  way  object  to  this  proposal  of  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary,  if  you  feel  that  the  proposal  is  in  accord  with  Dr.  Speer's 
expressed  will. 

My  plans  have  not  yet  cleared  up  so  that  I  am  able  to  make  any 
arrangements  for  getting  up  to  Amherst.  In  case  the  visit  becomes 
possible  before  election  day,  I  shall  let  you  know  in  advance. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Enc.  Mr.  Buchanan's  letter 


Lloyd  S.Ruland  (signed) 
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Office  of  the  Secretary 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  10,  New  York 


October  20,  1948 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

"Rockledge”, 

Lakeville,  Connecticut. 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer i 

I  have  received  your  letter,  together  with  the  letter  from  Mr.  Buchanan. 
The  thousand,  copies  of  "Five  Minutes  a  Day”  will  be  sufficient  to  supply 
both  our  active  missionaries  and  our  retired  missionaries  as  well  as  the 
members  of  the  executive  staff  of  the  Board, 

1  find.it  very  difficult  to  advise  you  in  regard  to  the  very  difficult 
question  which  you  face  in  connection  with  the  proposed  library  at  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary.  I  think  Mr.  Buchanan,  who  knew  Dr.  Speer  so  well, 
has  a  very  strong  point  in  his  letter.  It  seems  to  me  that*  this  is  a  very 
personal  matter  which  you  and  the  members  of  your  immediate  family  will 
have  to  decide  in  the  light  of  your  knowledge  of  Dr.  Speer  and  his  special 
concern  that  there  be  no  memorial  of  any  kind  to  him.  The  problem  as  I  see 
it,  is  the  difficult  one  of  observing,  as  you  know  best,  the  personal  wish 
of  pr.  Speer  and  at  the  same  time  doing  what  is  in  conformity  with  that 
desire  of  Dr.  Speer  to  further  the  work  of  the  interests  most  near  to  his 
heart.  I  think!  should  make  it  clear  again  that  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  would  in  no  way  object  to  this  proposal  of  Princeton  Theological 
oeminary,  if  you  feel  that  the  proposal  is  in  accord  with  Dr.  Speer* s 
expressed  will, 

My  plans  have  not  yet  cleared  up  so  that  I  am  able  to  make  any 
arrangements  for  getting  up  to  Amherst.  In  case  the  visit  becomes 
possible  before  election  day,  I  shall  let  you  know  in  advance. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Snc.  Mr.  Buchanan* s  letter 


Lloyd  S.Ruland  (signed) 


COPY 


Lakeville 

Connecticut 


Monday,  October  25th,  19L8 


Dear  Dr.  Quay: 

I  do  think  that  Mr*  Buchanan  has  mad©  a  point  -  a  very 
on©  -  with  regard  to  the  name  of  the  new  library, 
and  I  withdraw  my  objection  to  this  use  of  the  name,  with  the 
understanding  that  the  name  is  to  be  used  only  as  a  fact  not 
a  lever,  in  raising  the  money. 

And  if  you  like  it  could  be  said  that  the  family  will 
contribute  much  of  Mr.  Speer’s  theological  library  to  this 
Princeton  project. 

I  am  enclosing  both  Mr.  Ruland’s  and  Mr.  Buchanan*  s  letters 
for  you  to  see,  noting  especially  what  Mr.  Huland  says  about 
the  Board's  attitude. 

Since  I  have  no  secretary,  can  you  have  copies  made  for 
me  of  this  letter  and  of  the  two  that  I  enclose  -  five  of  each  - 
that  I  may  send  them  to  the  children? 

With  thanks  for  this  secretarial  aid,  1  am. 

Yours  sincerely. 


Emma  Bailey  Speer  (signed) 
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Lakeville 

Connecticut 


Monday,  October  25th,  194-8 


Dear  Dr,  Quay: 

I  do  think  that  Mr,  Buchanan  has  made  a  point  -  a  very 

*a  one  —  with  regard  to  the  name  of  the  new  library, 
and  I  withdraw  my  objection  to  this  use  of  the  name,  with  the 
understanding  that  the  name  is  to  be  used  only  as  a  fact  not 
a  lever,  in  raising  the  money. 

And  if  you  like  it  could  be  said  that  the  family  will 
contribute  much  of  Mr,  Speer* s  theological  library  to  this 
Princeton  project, 

I  am  enclosing  both  Mr,  Ruland's  and  Mr,  Buchanan's  letters 
for  you  to  see,  noting  especially  what  Mr,  Ruland  says  about 
the  Board's  attitude. 

Since  I  have  no  secretary,  can  you  have  copies  made  for 
me  of  this  letter  and  of  the  two  that  I  enclose  -  five  of  each  - 
that  I  may  send  them  to  the  children? 

With  thanks  for  this  secretarial  aid,  I  am, 

Yours  sincerely. 


Bnma  Bailey  Speer  (signed) 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


OFFICE  OF  THE  VICE-PRESIDENT 


October  28,  1 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Rockledge , 

Lakeville,  Connecticut. 


My  dear  Mrs.  Speer 


As  you  may  imagine,  Dr.  Mackay  and  I  are  both  delighted  at  the 
response  which  you  made  to  Mr.  Buchanan's  request  for  the  use  of 
Dr.  Speer's  name  on  the  new  library  building.  We  quite  understand 
the  reservations  you  have  as  to  the  way  in  which  the  name  is  to  be 
used,  -  "As  a  fact  and  not  as  a  lever  in  raising  the  money."  We 
shall  do  our  very  best  to  conform  with  your  wishes  in  this  matter, 
and  if  at  any  time  it  ever  seems  to  you  that  our  statements  to  the 
public  overstep  the  line  of  your  desire,  I  hope  you  will  say  so  at 


once. 


As  Mr.  Buchanan  points  out,  while  we  shall  not  go  out  with  a 
high-pressure  promotion  campaign  to  raise  money  with  the  use  of 
Dr.  Speer's  name,  the  very  fact  that  the  library  will  bear  his  name 
undoubtedly  will  make  our  task  very  much  easier,  and  will  produce 
gifts  for  the  library  that  otherwise  we  should  not  have  received. 

We  are  tremendously  grateful  for  your  fine  cooperation  in  this  matter. 
I  feel  sure  that,  as  we  proceed  with  our  plans  for  raising  money  for 
this  building,  we  shall  give  you  no  occasion  to  regret  your  decision. 
On  the  contrary,  I  hone  that  when  this  lovely  building  is  at  last  in 
place  on  the  campus  of  Princeton  Seminary  you  will  find  abundant  and 
lasting  satisfaction  in  the  knowledge  that  it  will  keep  green  in  the 
memory  and  thought  of  generations  of  students  yet  to  come  the  great 
ministry  of  Dr.  Speer  throughout  the  Christian  world.  Will  you 
please  convey  to  the  other  members  of  your  family  our  appreciation 
of  their  share  in  this  decision. 

As  you  requested,  I  am  making  copies  of  the  three  letters  which 
you  sent  to  me.  There  is  one  word  in  the  letter  which  you  addressed 
to  me  which  I  find  it  difficult  to  decipher.  I  think,  instead  of 
guessing,  we  shall  simply  leave  the  space  blank  and  you  can  fill  it 
in  by  pen. 

A  good  deal  of  the  space  in  your  typewritten  letter  to  me  of 
October  24th  is  taken  up  with  description  of  a  house  and  acreage  which 
you  feel  we  might  be  interested  in  as  we  look  for  a  summer  location. 
Mrs.  Quay  and  I  have  done  a  good  deal  of  searching  since  we  last  saw 
you.  Our  search  has  covered  not  only  the  Pennsylvania  and  New 
England  countryside,  but  also  the  state  of  our  own  family  budget. 


****** 


-2- 


With  two  girls  still  in  college,  and  with  one  boy  in  seminary,  who 
looks  to  us  for  at  least  a  part  of  his  support,  it  now  seems  quite 
clear  to  us  that,  for  the  next  few  years  at  least,  we  shall  have  to 
content  ourselves  with  renting  some  place  for  a  month  or  two  each 
Slimmer,  and  abstain  from  the  thing  which  we  would  very  much  rather 
do  of  buying  a  place  which  will  be  our  very  own.  Therefore,  for 
the  present,  I  think  we  shall  have  to  give  up  further  search,  even 
though  this  place  which  you  describe  sounds  extremely  attractive. 
Perhaps  when  we  finally  settle  down  it  may  be  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Lakeville,  Connecticut.  I  assure  you  one  of  the  attractions 
of  that  locality  would  be  the  opportunity  to  see  you  and  the 
Coffins  frequently.  We  did  enjoy  the  brief  visit  we  had  with  you 
when  we  were  up  your  way,  and  we  shall  certainly  call  again  on  the 
first  opportunity.  Meanwhile,  do  try  to  come  over  to  see  us  in 
Princeton  if  you  can.  After  our  long  sojourn  in  the  rather 
monotonous  climate  of  Egypt,  Mrs.  Quay  and  I  are  enjoying  the 
glorious  march  of  the  seasons,  which  is  the  great  charm  of  this 
part  of  America. 

Mrs.  Quay,  were  she  here,  I  know  would  wish  to  join  me  in 
warmest  wishes  to  you  and  to  your  family. 

Sincerely  yours. 
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MISSIONARY  RESEARCH  LIBRARY 
3041  Broadway,  New  York  27,  N.  Y. 

Telephone:  MOnumenl  2-7100 

REV.  R.  TIERCE  BEAVER,  BET.  D.,  Curator 

July  19,  1949 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


Dear  Mrs.  Bpeer,  /, 

Your  gracious  card  of  July  16  has  been  received  with  ] U&lfy 
much  pleasure  and  satisfaction,  for  I  have  been  contemplating'  7  / 
asking  Dr.  Henry  Sloan  Coffin  to  inquire  of  you  about  the  a  . 

possibility  of  placing  Dr.  Speer’s  papers  and  missionary  *'0* 

materials  here.  We  shall  be  grateful  for  whatever  you  may 
wish  to  deposit  with  us.  Dr.  Speer  is  the  great  missionary 
statesman  of  the  first  half  of  this  century.  He  was  a  friend 
of  this  library  and  served  it  faithfully  as  chairman  of  its 
committee  in  its  most  critical  years.  We  would  like  to 
receive  not  only  the  pamphlets,  but  personal  papers  relating 
to  his  life  and  missionary  ministry,  if  you  should  see 
fit  to  place  them  here  in  this  premier  missionary  library 
of  all  the  world, 


I  am  going  to  Montreat  at  the  end  of  this  week  to 
lecture  to  the  new  missionaries  of  the  Southern  Presb7/terian 
Church  and  shall  return  about  the  seventeenth  of  August. 

I  have  a  cottage  at  Sherman  about  thirty  miles  south  of  Lake¬ 
ville,  and  can  readily  call  at  your  convenience.  Please 
set  a  date  bet\veen  August  17  and  51,  Address  me  here  at 
the  Library  and  the  letter  will  be  forwarded.  If  that 
period  is  not  convenient  I  can  come  almost  any  time  after 
September  1, 


Sincerely, 


Curator 


RPB  gr 


(#  60  -  24J  -  /  Z  <Z 


*L?f. 

/9<f~d 


JxT^U'A-'Y  K^0/LA^ 

JL  cL  -  .^^y  4L^  \ ' 

d*JL  ^ 

JSjl.  22u~4s-<^ J  fflau  f  ytJLA 

xjJ^  a.  ^  ^  J4uu  >u^^ 

^a^Tfcj^u  ^  (fd^dA  <^Ar  <AAd 

4* 
j^~ 


n  ^  ‘  AA^ 

^IIjaVo'  (JuIajU 

aJaa^  J^X^cl^  ^-o 

‘XfA . if  '/• 


/  /X>—tA-Xx0^2^ 

1^/  ^2 


I 


|Vw  S-  « 

/^(j  O^c-  (  JL-tK-^g_  (J\~JJt-.  O-^-dL*-^,  .  ( W  i  _TS  '\yv-^lX^ 

o^j  IT  w^a(  <f°^i 

O^wi  e~>~£-  yw«_-<^2_  ^-cnT-i  u~ 

4~"£<.  W-s-t^Lp  (j^5V'  o-|4>v"u^’  ftt 

-f£e  'rw^S ^  ^]^rt>^iJ3-s  *’'**  fcf 


I  Uj~irv-JLJ  /--^-‘X  K>  C<r - a^v^, 

extra-  >w^—v  ^  ^  t^c  I  3>~  ( 

£~«J.‘U-Jic^'  ^v  .  4-y  - 


w-~ 


7v~-tj 
v\- 

C — -f  i/V-1  O^f-^la-a^S 


1  -  J 

-\o  rf-u  V"i'  K<v->  o-^i  ^-/  "Vt-W^  i  f 

V"  ’ 

£-«v,v  0-^.X-  ^  iV.  , 

r  -fvo-4.  f-^-e  jxJ—  <yj_ 


]-^JJC^'S 


-C-J’ 


r-a^r-^e-J’  .  I 


L--5  (,  ^C.  W-*— »  X"  UO-t^lo^ 

/ 


c 


✓7 


A 


^  * 


v 


d /U^+~ 

«>#*< 

^d_e  'tl'l*  A?  <4f^?ti/  ? 

>/5*  /^t?  ?C 

%j  ,w  c  ^ 

/r~&w>  ^y  *^z 

<y  * *t?+  *£~***£c  4*>^r 

j.  -,  ^  -^»^r 


Fuh— Siang  Girls'  School,  Changsha,  Hunan 
March  8,  1950 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer, 

It  will,  no  doubt,  seem  strange  to  you,  at  this  late  date,  to  be  receiving  a  letter 
about  the  devotional  book,  "Five  Minutes  A  Day",  which  you  so  graciously  sent  to  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  Presbyterian  Board.  For  &  long  time,  it  has  been  on  my  heart  to  write 
a  letter  of  thanks  and  tell  you  about  two  of  those  books. 

When  the  books  arrived  in  China,  many  of  our  missionaries  had  already  returned  home 
and  others  were  no  longer  in  their  usual  place  of  service.  I  was  at  that  time  helping 
in  the  China  Council  office  in  Shanghai.  In  the  office  at  that  time  were  two  young  sec¬ 
retaries  who  were  leaving  Shanghai  to  go  to  the  camp  for  displaced  persons  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines.  0ne  was  a  White  Russian  girl,  the  other  girl  was  Portuguese,  married  to  a  White 
Russian  boy.  When  they  left,  I  gave  each  of  them  a  copy  of  the  book,  "Five  Minutes  A 
Day"*  One  was  my  own  copy  since  I  already  owned  the  book;  the  other  was  a  copy  of  a  very 
dear  friend  who  had  just  returned  home  and  who,  I  was  sure,  would  be  glad  to  have  her’ s 
used  in  that  way  since  she  could  get  another.  Both  of  the  girls  were  deeply  apprecia¬ 
tive  and  later  wrote  back  that  they  were  reading  the  book  daily. 

Just  before  Shanghai  changed  hands,  I  went  on  to  HongKong  to  help  in  the  office 
which  had  just  been  opened  there.  After  a  few  months  a  call  came  for  service  here  in 
Hunan.  While  a  change  in  government  was  imminent,  I  felt  very  clearly  that  it  was  God's 
will  for  me  to  come,  so  flew  in  last  July  24,  just  ten  days  before  the  turnover  took 
place  here. 

There  are  days  of  vast  change  in  China,  and  we  sometimes  wonder  if  we  can  see  the 
forest  for  the  trees.  We  are  deeply  grateful  that  a  door  of  service  is  still  open. 

Though  there  are  changes  in  the  type  and  scope  of  work  which  can  be  carried  on,  it  still 
deems  very  worthwhile  to  be  here.  The  day  I  flew  in,  while  on  the  plane  I  read  in  the 
book  "Daily  Strength  for  Daily  Needs"  these  lines: 

"Thou  earnest  not  to  thy  place  by  accident. 

It  is  the  very  place  God  meant  for  thee; 

And  shouldst  thou  there  small  scope  foraction  see. 

Do  not  for  this  give  room  to  discontent." 

It  is  encouraging  to  remember  those  lines  when  sometimes  our  plans  do  not  materialize. 

One  Chinese  friend  said  recently  that  he  feels  it  worthwhile  to  have  the  missionaries 
here  even  if  they  can  do  none  of  their  regular  work,  because  of  the  sense  of  world-wide 
fellowship  in  the  Christian  cause. 

S0me  of  us  who  were  looking  forward  to  furlough  this  summer  are  now  faced  with  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  we  should  go  when  it  is  all  but  impossible  for  reinforcements 
to  come  in.  Since  this  was  to  be  my.  first  furlough  and  home  ties  are  still  very,  very 
strong,  it  was  quite,  a  struggle  to  give  up  the  prospect  of  seeing  my  family  this  summer, 
but  now  I  feel  that  if  it  is  clearly  God' s  will,  I  am  willing  to  stay  on  longer. 

In  these  days  of  uncertainty,  the  messages  of  encouragement  and  hope  contained  in 
"Five  Minutes  A  Day"  mean  more  to  us  than  ever. 

I  don  t  know  if  any  one  ever  wrote  you  about  Mr.  Wilmot  Boone,  a  third  generation 
missionary  to  China,  who  had  served  here  over  thirty  years.  A  year  ago  last  January 
he  was  called  "Home"  very  suddenly,. while  out  in  a  truck  getting  some  lumber  together 
for  a  refugee  project.  That  morning  before  he  left  home,  at  family  devotions  he  had 
read  from  "Five  Minutes  A  Day".  I  don't  remember  just  which  reading  it  was,  but  it' 
was  so  wonderfully  appropriate  and  almost  prophetic  of  the  events  of  that  day  that  at 
the  funeral  service  Dr.  Reuben  Torrey  drew  largely  upon  it  in  giving  the  message. 

Many  have  received  help  and  blessing,  I  am  sure,  through  the  book,  and  would  like 
to  express  to  you  their  sincere  appreciation  for  it. 
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MISSIONARY  RESEARCH  LIBRARY 
3041  Broadway,  New  York  27,  N.  Y. 

Telephone  MOnument  2-7100 


THE  REV.  R.  PIERCE  BEAVER,  Ph.D.,  Curator  T  ,  .  q 

WINIFRED  V^  EISENBERG,  B.A.,  B.S.,  Librarian  JUIie  ±*t  , 


Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 


The  late  spring  probably 
delayed  your  return  to  Lakeville ,  but  I 
suppose  that  you  have  now  been  in  residence 
there  for  several  weeks.  I  am  eager  to 
call  on  you  again  as  soon  as  it  is  convenient 
for  you  and  to  complete  the  transfer  of  books 
to  the  Missionary  Research  Library.  I  shall 
telephone  you  while  I  am  at  Sherman  during  the 
coming  weekend* 


The  cataloguing  of  the  books 
and  other  items  from  Dr.  Speer’s  library  has 
been  a  major  activity  of  our  cataloguer  all 
winter  and  spring*  She  has  been  making  good 
progress.  Because  of  its  magnitude  and  the 
neccesity  of  fitting  it  in  with  the  cataloguing 
of  new  books,  the  task  is  a  slew  process. 

£  * 

I  shall  be  away  from  the 
Library  from  the  middle  of  July  until  the 
first  of  October. 

Mrs.  Beaver  joins  me  in 
greetings.  ^ 

fit 

Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


MISSIONARY  RESEARCH  LIBRARY 
3041  Broadway,  New  York  27,  N.  Y. 

Telephone  MOnument  2-7100 


LIBRARY  COMMITTEE 
Representing 

the  Foreign  Missions  Conference 
The  Rev.  Luman  J.  Shafer,  Litt.D.,  Chairman 
The  Rev.  Raymond  A.  Dudley,  B.D. 

The  Rev.  Wynn  C.  Fairfield,  D.D. 

The  Rev.  Fred  Field  Goodsell,  D.D. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Scott  Latourette,  D.D.,  LL.D. 
The  Rev.  Eric  M.  North,  D.D.,  Ph.D. 

The  Rev.  Charles  W.  Ranson,  Litt.B. 

The  Rev.  Glora  M.  Wysner,  Ph.D. 

Representing 

Union  Theological  Seminary 
The  Rev.  Henry  P.  VanDusen,  Ph.D. 

The  Rev.  Charles  W.  Iglehart,  D.D.,  Ph.D. 

The  Rev.  Lucy  W.  Markley,  Ph.D. 

Charles  T.  White 


LIBRARY  ADMINISTRATION 

The  Rev.  R.  Pierce  Beaver,  Ph.D.,  Curator 
Winifred  V.  Eisenberg,  B.A.,  B.S.,  Librarian 
Mary  Frances  Baker,  B.A.,  Assistant  Librarian 
Anna  E.  Jones,  Cataloguer 

July  6,  1950 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rock  Ledge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

My  wife  informed  me  that  you  telephoned  a  few  days 
ago  and  asked  her  to  tell  me  that  you  and  your  children 
had  decided  that  certain  of  Dr.  Speer's  papers  and  port¬ 
folios  are  to  be  placed  in  the  Missionary  Research  Library. 
I  greatly  rejoice  in  this  decision  for  it  means  that  a 
wealth  of  important  materials  nowhere  else  available  to 
missionary  scholars  will  be  deposited  here  where  they  can 
be  effectively  used.  Along  with  Dr.  Speer's  books  and 
pamphlets,  these  papers  and  other  documents  will  extend 
his  missionary  ministry  through  the  work  of  this  Library, 
to  which  he  contributed  so  much  of  his  time  and  thought. 

His  influence  will  continue  to  exert  itself  in  many  forms 
and  in  many  ways,  but  I  believe  that  what  will  be  ac¬ 
complished  through  the  use  of  his  books  and  papers  in  the 
Library  will  be  especially  important  for  many  years  to 
come . 


It  will  not  be  possible  for  me  to  call  upon  you  again 
until  October,  but  just  as  soon  as  I  can  find  the' time" after 
my  return  from  Europe  I  shall  come  to  Lakeville  in  order  to 
arrange  the  matter. 

With  greetings  and  warm  thanks. 


RPB :  f 


Sincerely, 


R.  Pierce  Beaver 
Curator 


Abbott:  Stories  of  Indian  Saints. 

Acta  et  Decreta  (Plenary  Council  of  Latin  America) 

Asiatic  Society  of  Japan.  Transactions.  Vol.  XL IX,  Part  II.  (May,  1952) 

Baker,  H.A.:  God  in  Ka  Do  Land. 

Baker,  H.A.:  Seeking  and  Saving. 

Balph:  A  Life  in  His  Presence, 

Blakeslee,  George  H.:  Recent  Development  in  China. 

Bombay  Guardian  (8  vols.) 

Braithwaite  (tr.):  Life  of  Sogoro. 

Broomhall,  Marshall:  Islam  in  China. 

Broomhall,  Marshall:  Pioneer  Work  in  Hunan. 

Burton:  Pilgrimage  to  A1  Madinah  and  Mecca. 

Chinese  Educational  Bulletins.  Vol.  II.  (1923) 

Chinese  Question  (Message  from  the  Pres,  of  U.S.,  March  3,  1886) 

Chosen  Commission  Report,  Part  II.  Field  Administration  of  the  work  of 
Foreign  Missions. 

Coerta:  Literary  History  of  Spanish  America. 

English:  Sketches  of  Indian  Christians. 

Epingstone:  India,  v.1-2. 

Ewing  Convocation  Addresses. 

Faber:  Introduction  to  the  Science  of  Chinese  Religion. 

Farnhem,  Mary  Jane:  A  Devoted  Life. 

Farnhem,  Mrs.  J.M.W.:  Reminiscences. 

^Freer:  Lowell  &  Abigail  (Smith) 

Gandhi:  Speeches  &  Writings. 

Guinness,  Geraldine:  In  the  Far  East. 

Guinness,  Geraldine:  Story  of  the  C.I.M, 

Kail:  Hirano--a  story  of  a  Japanese  Town. 

History  of  the  South  China  Mission  of  the  Am.Presby.  Church,  1845-1920. 
Hopkins,  M.A. :  The  Open  Door  in  China. 

Howland:  A  Life  in  His  Presence. 

Imbrie,  William:  Church  Unity  in  Japan. 

In  Memoriam — Dr ,  David  Irving. 

In  Memoriam-- Jessie  Harvey  Robinson. 

In  Memoriam- -Rev.  David  Thompson. 

India  Government  Document s- -East  India,  Naval  &  National  Progress , 1926-27 . 
India’s  Parliament  at  Delhi  (A  Resume  of  Work  Accomplished  in  the  Delhi 
Session,  1923) 

Iwai,  Takahito:  The  Outline  of  T'enrikyo. 

Journal  of  Race  Development, 

Kerr,  Dr.:  The  Conton  Guide.  5th  ed. 

King,  The  Honorable  Hamilton  King:  A  Memorial. 

Lacheur :  The  Land  of  the  Lamas. 

Ladd:  Rare  Days  in  Japan. 

Lau:  The  Eastern  Church  in  the  ’Western  World . 

Lee:  The  Darjeeling  Disaster, 

Life  of  Africaner. 

Lyon,  David  N. :  Hangchow  Journal  of  1870. 


Malcolm,  J. :  The  Sikhs. 

Malech:  History  of  the  Syrian  Nation. 

Markha :  Conquest  of  the  New  Granada. 

Mirza:  Iran  and  the  Iranians. 

The  Missionary  in  the  Wilderness. 

O’Dwyer:  India  As  I  Knew  It. 

Pierson,  George  P. :  Into  the  Next  Towns  (In  Japan) 

Presbyterian  Korean  Mission:  Presentation  of  Difficulties  Which  Have 
Arisen  in  the  Presby.  Church  in  U.S.A. 

Robinson:  The  Character  of  Christ  and  Non-Christian  Races. 

St.  John’s  Echo. 

Scott,  Mrs.:  Twenty-six  Years  of  Missionary  Work  in  China. 

Select  Speeches --Madras ,  Bombay  &  Benares  Congress  &  Conferences. 

Sewell,  Gilliam  G.:  China  Through  a  College  Window. 

Shanghai  Missionary  Conference:  Records  of  the  Second  Held  at  Wei -Hun,  1898 
Shantung  Missionary  Conference,  First:  Records  of  the... Held  at  Ching- 
Chow  Fu. 

Swinehart,  Lois  Hawks:  Sarangie — A  Child  of  Chosen. 

Tamura,  Naomi:  The  Child  the  Center  of  Christianity. 

Taylor:  Under  Hawaiian  Skies. 

Thompson:  Life  and  Letters  of  Rev,  R.P.  Mackay. 

Tucker:  Old  Ways  and  New  in  Angola. 

Walsh:  Martyred  Missionaries. 

W i  sha r  d  :  J ohn  G .  W i  s  har  d . 

Wilson:  Per sia — West ern  Mission. 

Winsborough  &  Timmons:  Glorious  Living. 

World’s  Chinese  Students’  Journal, 

Yieh,  Tsung-Kai:  The  Adjustment  Problems  of  Chinese  Graduate  Students  in 
American  Universities. 


MISSIONARY  RESEARCH  LIBRARY 
3041  Broadway,  New  York  27,  N.  Y. 


Telephone  MOnument  2-7100 


THE  REV.  R.  PIERCE  BEAVER,  Ph.D.,  Curator 
WINIFRED  V.  EISENBERG,  B.A.,  B.S.,  Librarian 


July  12,  1950 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rock  Ledge 
Lakeville,  Conn, 

Dear  Mrs  .  Speer: 

Enclosed  you  will  find  two  copies  of 
the  book  plate  which  is  being  placed  in 
each  volume  from  Dr.  Speer’s  library.  I 
hope  that  it  meets  with  your  approval. 


Sincerely, 


RPB  :f 


R.  Pierce  Beaver 
Curator 
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VINCENT  O'BRIEN 
METELLUS  THOMSON  JR. 
JOHN  H.  LETSINGER 
RICHARD  E.  VO  LA  N  D 
THOMAS  J.  JOHNSON  JR 


E  Y.  GUTHRIE 

WILLIAM  P  STEINBRECHER 
PETER  EDGE 
DAVID  B  HOFFMAN 
LEE  WINFIELD  ALRERTS 
JAMES  W  CLEMENT 
ROGER  D  SWETT 
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Law  Offices 

105  South  La  Salle  Street 
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October  2,  195>0 


TELEPHON  E 
FRANKLIN  2-4000 


My  dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

Prom  the  time  that  I  w  as  President  of  the  Ya3e 
Y.M.C.A.,  down  through  the  years  until  I  talked  to  him  in 
Chicago  when  last  he  was  here,  your  beloved  husband  was  my 
friend,  and  his  life  has  influenced  me  more  than  that  of  any 
other  man  except  my  Father. 

On  a  recent  Sabbath,  Rev.  Harrison  Ray  Anderson, 

Pastor  of  the  Fourth  Presbyterian  Church  in  Chicago,  who  also 
had  the  privilege  of  friendship  with  Robert  Speer  and  felt 
the  same  influence  as  I,  told  of  this  in  a  sermon  to  his  people. 
Later  we  talked  to  each  other  about  your  husband,  and  I  was 
saddened  to  learn  that  it  was  Mr.  Speer’s  wish  that  his  biography 
and  the  history  of  what  he  did  should  not  be  published.  I  can 
understand  that  it  was  in  the  spirit  of  humility  that  he  came  to 
his  decision,  but  I  feel  that  destiny  and  the  welfare  of  the 
world  are  greater  than  one’s  own  personal  conclusions,  and  it 
is  with  that  thought  in  mind  that  I  write  this  letter. 

To  us  who  knew  your  husband  he  will  always  be  an 
inspiration  and  a  guide,  but  in  a  few  years  there  will  have 
grown  up  a  generation  who  never  had  the  blessing,  which  has 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
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been  ours,  of  knowing  him.  It  is  in  behalf  of  these  that  I 
speak  to  urge,  for  the  sake  of  the  Cause,  that  you  consent 
to  the  p  rinted  recordation,  on  whatever  conditions  you  care 
to  impose,  of  what  Robert  Speer  was  and  accomplished,  so t  hat 
his  memory  will  never  be  forgotten. 

I  am  sure  that  if  he  were  alive  today,  in  this  troubled 
world  which  is  in  need  of  spiritual  help  and  the  guidance  o  f  a 
good  and  great  man,  he  would  understand. 

I  think  it  v/ould  be  an  unspeakable  tragedy  if  the 
story  of  what  he  was  and  did  should  be  lost  to  the  world. 

Forgive  me,  a  stranger  to  you,  for  writing  as  I  do, 
but  I  am  speaking  for  those  who  will  need  help  in  the  years  to 


come. 


you  could  write  to  Dr.  Anderson,  whom  you  know 


if  some  plan  may  be  made  effective. 

Sincere ly , 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Lakevi  11  e , 

Connecticut . 


MM: JBS . 
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MISSIONARY  RESEARCH  LIBRARY 
3041  Broadway,  New  York  27,  N.  Y. 

Telephone  MOnument  2-7100 

THE  REV.  R.  PIERCE  BEAVER,  Ph.D.,  Curator 
WINIFRED  V.  EISENBERG,  B.A.,  B.S.,  Librarian 


October  30,  1950 


Mrs  .  Robert  Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

Thank  you  for  your  card. 

Wednesday  is  the  only  day  that  I  have 
free  for  a  trip  to  Lakeville  this  week. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  Miss  Franck  and 
I  had  better  come  and  list  the  books  for 
offering  to  the  libraries  in  Europe  even 
though  you  are  away.  Please  tell  Alice 
to  expect  us  there  on  Wednesday  morning, 
November  1st. 

I  shall  hope  to  come  once  again  before 
you  leave  Rockledge  for  the  winter. 

Sincerely, 


R.  Pierce  Beaver 


RPB  :f 
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PAUL  CALVIN  PAYNE,  GENERAL  SECRETARY 
G.  W.  RENNEISEN,  TREASURER 

W.  L.  JENKINS,  GENERAL  MANAGER 
JOHN  RIBBLE,  PRODUCTION  AND  PURCHASES 
GEORGE  M.  HOFFMAN,  SERVICE  DEPARTMENT 
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November  3>  1950 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
Dear  Mrs.  Spear: 

On  October  9th  we  wrote  you  that  we  are  printing  another 
edition  of  Dr.  Speer*s  book,  FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAI.  We  requested 
that  you  send  us  any  corrections  which  you  may  have. 


Since  we  are  going  to  press  in  a  short  time,  we  should 
appreciate  receiving  any  corrections  by  November  15th. 

Cordially  yours, 

0.  K.  Finkbeiner 


OKF/hgl 


BOOK  STORES  AT  PHILADELPHIA,  NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO  AND  LOS  ANGELES 


jfourth  Presbyterian  Church 


Chicago  n,  Illinois 


CHURCH  OFFICE 
26  E.  CHESTNUT  STREET 
SUPERIOR  7-8450 


June  2,  1951 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rock  ledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
Dear  Mrs.  Speer:. 

Your  husband  was  with  me  at  Cincinnati 
and  I  told  the  Assembly  he  was  there  by  my 
side. 

Thank  you  for  your  gracious  word.  I 
hope  some  day  you  will  write  me  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  is  leading  you  to  reconsider  your  decision. 

It  simply  is  not  fair  hot  to  give  Dr.  Speer’s-  life 
to  sthdents  such  as  my  son  who  are  studying  for 
the  ministry.  Sooner  or  later  someone  will  write 
Dr.  Speer's  life  and  it  could  be  written  now  by 
some  sympathetic  friend  who  would  write  it  in  the 
proper  way.  I  hope  you  will  not  consider  me  too 
persistent  in  this  regard  and  I  hope  before  the 
year  is  over  that  I  may  have  the  privilege  of  visit¬ 
ing  with  you. 

Give  my  very  best  regards  to  Dr.  Coffin 


Ever  gratefully. 


HARRISON  RAY  ANDERSON 


t 


Rockledge 

jU  keville,  Co  m  c ft  cut 
August  1,  in*'! 


I):  i  r  Dr*  Beaver, 

At  1:  T  «  '.ve  found  t.imo  to  check  over  and  to  ..rap  up  the 
books  that  •••r  to  go  to  the  various  •  mission  libr*  .ries  ebro;  d,  T  o 

parcels  lave  -  l.rv- ,dy  gene,  the  rest  v-’Jl  o  bt  ip  ao:--k  or  n«  't. 


In  Vt  y  f. '  c&i-.es  vn  i:  ve  kept  out  so  r  iv  h  7pn 
Selected,  There  wore  *•  j>  feh  t  ny  roth'-r  :  •  ?t<d  V-  kofu>  rd 
tncre  ve?.-  some  which  oort; 


ed  ad  dro¬ 

S  •  •  (*  3 

or  • 

rtroduy-tioja.B  of  TV  th 

id  keep  ; 

nil 

tore  ’ 

-d or  ho 're. 

blit  .  s  P'  It 

g  liats 

<  . 

re  not  holds  g 

b;  ok  r.  ny. 

■oh Id  be  . 

good 

enou 

gh  to  -  rit 

0 

which  t! 

he  -V 

■'O  3 

ore  going 

to  e-;- plain 

t  n  % . 


wishes  tm  iv ••  ;u-d  done  br:‘  -f  sketch  of  TV..-  tbt  r*  s  life  and  .  ctivities 
that  co.; Id.  «c.  to  c  cl.  library  hut  vnfcrttv  t*-ly  "  a  do  at  ?  :;ve  i  ny 
■"■'iddi  ;-krtch  or  article  w-  "  oh  could  to  -,:ent.  T  cm  enclosing  sere 
copies  of  .  picture  of  Father  which  m  ell  like*  if  you  think 
vorih  enclosing  1/?  your  letter  of  explanation  pie-  pc-  do  so,  but  v,.» 
your  ovn  jv.-Vr-at  -Tori  ti  .1  /  *  -;<?  do  do  not  front!  it  nlr.  y  ••  fr.  1  it 
would  be  wise . 


I  lave  kept  i.  copy  of  the  lists  of  books  for  a  ck  lil-r  77/  and 
am  enclosing  dutlicft-et  which  yen  ’ill  rob  hly  rant  to  ser.d  on  to 
et  ph  ins  titutior , 


era  extremely  _r  tv  f  1  for  all  t;  .  tiro#:  nfi  then-fat  you 
b  vr  given  to  t7' is- matter,  •:«  *  rj?.  11  happy  tl/.  t  some  of  tie  books 
er  a.  -  e  ns  cl  In  thia  ray,  s  I  I :  ••  .-•<?•  gl  reed  over  s.nie  of  there  books 
I  have  be -an  struck  once  again  with  the  courage  and  vision  and  heroism 
of  the  <a  rly  missionaries.  Most  modem  church  members  have  no 
conception  of  t  e  breadth  orr  aecrr  of  the  missions jy  entei-rr5.se  or 
of  va-at  the  modem  >.orld  over,  to  -at ny  of  thoao  forgotten  aer  ,  rx' 
woren, 

I  hope  your  China  co  foresee  v  ;  i-  t  r  ati.  j  >*d  worthwhile. 

* 

tfith  most  cordial  greetin  ;s  to  you  •*.  nd  Mrs.  Id  vrr, 
Sincerely  yours , 


dargor  t  bailey  Speer 

Dr.  Pierce  Beaver 
Missionary  Research  Library 
Union  Theologicv  1  Seminary 
Broadway  at  120th  Street 
Wow  York  27,  JSJ.X, 


Missionshaus 

Bethel -Mis  sion 

(21a)  Bethel  bei  Bielefeld 

Germany 


Dr.  Paul  Gerhardt  Mflller 

MLssionsdirektor  ' 

( llj-t) )  Bad  Liebenzell 

Germany 


Statsbiblioteket  i  Aarhus 
Aarhus ,  Denmark 


Egede  Instituttet 
Tullinsgate  I4. 
Oslo,  Norway 


Missionswissenschaftliehe  Btlcherei  der  Universit&t 
z.H.  von  Prof.  D.  Dr.  Freytag  S 

Hamburg  13 5  Moorweidenstr.  18 
Germany 


Library 
World.  Council  of  Churches 
17 j  Route  de  Malagnou 
Geneva,  Switzerland 


Norwegian  Missionary  Society 
Asylgaten  10 
Stavanger,  Non-ray 


/  O 

these  books  are  to  be  World  Council  of  Churches 
sent  to:  Att.  of  Mrs.  Elsie  Culver 

1^6  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  10,  N.  Y. 

.  parcel  should  be  markedl,'For  the 

Library  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  at  Geneva" 


Bibliotheque  I  / 

Societe  des  Missions  Evangeliques  de  Paris 
102,  Boulevard  Arago 
Paris  (llj.e),  France 


Books  can  be  packed  in  wooden  boxes  and  sent  by  freight  through  a  broker*  We  ordinarily 
use  Tice  &  Lynch,  Inc.,  21  Pearl  Street,  New  York,  N«  Y. 

If  they  are  sent  by  book  postage,  the  regulations  are  as  follows:  rate— 1^0  per  2  oz,, 
weight  limit— 6  lbs.  9  oz.,  size  limit— 36"  overall* 

iney  can  also  be  sent  by  parcel  post,  but  the  rates  and  regulations  vary  for  each  country 


MISSIONARY  RESEARCH  LIBRARY 
3041  Broadway,  New  York  27,  N.  Y. 

Telephone  MOnument  2-7100 


THE  REV.  R.  PIERCE  BEAVER,  Ph.D.,  Director 


August  10,  1951 


Miss  Margaret  Bailey  Speer 

Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Miss  Speer: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  August  1  and  for  the  lists 
of  books  which  have  been  sent  to  the  several  missionary  libraries 
in  Europe.  I  am  certain  that  these  books  will  be  gratefully 
received  and  highly  appreciated  by  the  recipients. 

The  name  and  work  of  Dr.  Speer  is  well  known  to  all  the 
missionary  societies  to  which  the  books  have  gone.  I  think 
that  they  will  all  be  pleased  to  have  a  photograph  of  Dr.  Speer 
and  I  shall  forward  to  each  of  them  one  of  the  photographs 
which  you  sent. 

With  kindest  greetings  to  you  and  to  your  mother, 

Sincerely, 

R.  Pierce  Beaver 

RPB:s  Director 


Dictated  by  Dr.  Beaver,  but  signed  in  his  absence. 


I 


! 


1025  Union  Trust  Building 
Pittsburgh  19,  Pa. 


i 


December  24,  1951 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
325  Montgomery  Avenue 
Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

I  was  so  sorry  to  learn  from  your  note  that 
your  exertions  produced  a  collapse  and  have  required 
you  to  live  an  inactive  life .  Please  do  take  care  of 
yourself.  Your  family  and  friends  (even  those  who  do 
not  see  you)  are  greatly  interested  in  this. 

The  Robert  E.  Speer  Library  is  at  last  hope¬ 
ful  of  success.  The  Social  Hall,  the  unfinished  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Seminary,  has  delayed  the  enterprise  until 
now.  At  the  October  meeting  of  the  Board,  however,  it 
was  resolved  to  appoint  a  Special  Committee  on  the 
Library,  of  which  I  was  appointed  Chairman.  The  Speer 
Library,  probably  (for  reasons  of  title  to  the  lot)  to 
be  erected  around  the  present  red  brick  library  build¬ 
ing  and  immediately  behind  the  brown  stone  building,  is 
to  have  first  claim  on  the  Seminary’s  share  (probably 
33/0  of  the  Church’s  building  fund  for  seminaries.  The 
aim  of  the  Church,  as  you  doubtless  know,  is  to  raise 
$4,500,000  for  such  a  fund.  Of  course  this  is  still  in 
the  realm  of  hope,  because  the  campaign  is  to  cover 
thirty  months,  beginning  in  January.  Nevertheless,  we 
have  an  architect's  preliminary  sketch,  and  two  weeks 
ago  I  had  a  meeting  with  Dr.  Mackay,  Dr.  Gapp  (the 
Librarian),  Mr.  Eird  (the  Chairman  of  the  Grounds  and 
Buildings  Committee)  and  the  Messrs  Licht  (the  archi¬ 
tects).  I  hope  that  we  can  have  a  meeting  of  the  new 
committee  next  month,  in  order  to  report  progress  in 
the  plan  at  the  Board  meeting  the  last  week  in  January.. 

Unfortunately  (or  perhaps  I  should  say  for¬ 
tunately),  I  shall  not  be  present  at  the  January  Board 
meeting,  because  in  the  same  week  my  second  and  only 
unmarried  son,  Gibson,  is  to  be  married  at  New  Haven. 
The  parents  of  Cathryn  Grier,  his  fiancee,  live  there, 
but  she  has  been  since  the  termination  of  her  service 
as  an  officer  in  the  Waves  secretary  to  Dr.  McIntosh, 
the  Chief  of  Staff  of  Babies  Hospital,  New  York,  where 
Gibson  served  as  a  resident  from  January,  1949,  to 
June,  1950.  In  the  succeeding  year  he  was  Chief  Resi¬ 
dent  at  Children's  Hospital  here;  and  last  summer  he 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 


2 


and  I  had  a  great  trip  around  the  world  together  by 
ship,  plane,  train  and  automobile.  Charity  and  I  had 
planned  to  take  such  a  trip  when  I  had  been  forty 
years  at  the  bar;  but  I  anticipated  the  time  by  one 
year  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  what  seemed  to  be 
the  last  chance  to  take  the  trip  in  the  company  of  a 
member  of  my  family.  It  was  a  grand  experience,  and 
I  hope  that  sometime  I  shall  see  you  and  have  a  chance 
to  tell  you  about  it. 

With  warm  regards  and  best  wishes  for  you 
and  all  of  your  family  throughout  the  coming  year,  I 
am 


•JOB :  LG 


P.  S. --Since  the  writing  of  the  above  letter 
I  have  received  word  that  the  meeting  of  the  new  Library 
Committee  is  to  take  place  on  January  10.--J.G.B. 


GEORGE  INNES 

1704  MEADOWBROOK  ROAD 

ALTADENA,  CALIFORNIA 
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W.  REGINALD  WHEELER 
114  EAST  Q 4TH  STREET 
NEW  YD  R  K  CITY  2B 


BUTTERFIELD  B-3752 


November  3>  1952 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

This  is  just  a  note  to  say  that  I  will  arrive 
at  Millerton  Wednesday  afternoon,  November  5. 

I  was  in  Philadelphia  Friday,  and  called  at 
Dr.  Blake »s  office,  but  he  was  out  of  town  so  I  did 
not  see  him. 

Thursday  evening  Connie  and  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  hearing  General  Eisenhower  speak  at  Madison  Square 
Garden,  and  he  was  fine. 

Connie  joines  me  in  love. 

As  ever  yours. 


WBW/ mn 


P.S.  I  will  have  dinner  on  the  train. 


Olean  House 

Olean  ,  N.Y. 
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ROCKLEDGE 


LAKEVILLE  CONNECTICUT 


Dear  Dr.  Foster: 

Your  letter  of  February  12th  is  most 
interesting  and  I  would  be  very  grateful 
if  you  could  let  me  have  the  letter  from 
roy  husband  of  which  you  speak.  The  whole 
subject  of  which  he  wrote  to  you  was  a 
difficult  and  delicate  one.  He  gave  it 
most  careful  thought  and  I  know  was  very 
happy  when  he  saw  signs  of  a  right  and 
just  adjustment  being  made  . 

Your  association  of  Women  Ministers  is 
extremely  interesting  because  my  husband 
did  his  best  in  our  Presbyterian  Church 
to  see  that  women  had  the  recognition  that 
they  deserve  and  the  Church  needed.  The 
Church  in  Japan  had  gone  far  ahead  of  the 
Church  in  this  country  but  our  General  Assem¬ 
bly  was  not  willing  to  follow  its  example. 

I  enclose  a  little  statement  of  my  own  as 
to  Mr.  Speer's  feeling  about  a  biography. 

With  all  good  wishes  and  thanks  for  your 
interest,  I  am 


Yours  most  sineerely 


Feb.  16,  1953 


W.  REGINALD  WHEELER 

114  EAST  B4TH  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY  ZB 


BUTTERFIELD  B-3752 


February  25th,  1953* 


Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

The  beautiful  letter  from  Anita  Harris,  now  head  of  Colegio 
Bennett  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  which  she  wrote  to  you  February  3rd,  1953  j 
reached  me  today.  I  had  a  copy  made  for  the  book  and  am  enclosing 
your  carbon.  Her  tribute  to  "Five  Minutes  a  Day",  which  w as  such  a 
source  of  comfort  to  her  father,  will  fit  in  beautifully  in  the  chapter 
on  Dr.  Speer’s  books.  We  will  have  one  also,  as  you  know,  from  John 
Hayes . 


I  have  been  working  in  the  Missionary  Research  Library  today 
at  the  Union  Seminary,  and  am  now  d ictating  to  Miss  Augustine  Schafer, 
in  the  evening,  at  the  Board  offices.  She  was  the  best  secretary  I  have 
ever  known  and  you  can  judge  her  extraordinary  character  and  industry  by 
the  fact  that  she  is  willing  to  do  this  work  in  the  evening  after  a  full 
schedule  in  the  Board  offices.  We  will  work  again  Friday  evening. 

A  business  matter  has  come  up  and  I  have  to  be  in  Philadelphia 
on  Monday,  March  2nd.  I  will  accordingly  return  to  Lakeville  Tuesday 
afternoon,  March  3rd. 

I  am  doing  my  best  to  complete  the  chapter  on  Dr.  Speer’s  books 
this  week.  As  you  know,  there  were  sixty-two  of  them,  so  it  is  cruite  an 
assignment  to  include  them  all  in  one  chapter.  I  have  seen  several  books 
which  contain  quotations  of  books  written  by  certain  authors  much  as  we 
proposed  "The  Robert  E.  Speer  Reader"  which  would  include  selections  from 
his  books.  The  books  are  called  "The  Best  of  John  H.  Jewett";  "The  Best 
of  Ian  Maclaren” .  So  the  idea  we  had  of  putting  out  a  book  containing 
selections  from  Or,  Speer’s  book  is,  I  believe,  a  practical  one.  The  de¬ 
cision  will  have  to  wait  until  we  see  what  reception  is  given  to  his  biog¬ 
raphy,  but  I  am  hopeful  we  can  produce  this  second  book  as  well, 

A  number  of  letters  have  come  in  which  I  will  bring  with  me  on 
Tuesday,  the  3rd. 

The  Board  will  pay  Miss  Florence  E.  Smith’s  fare  to  California 
and  the  trip  has  been  officially  approved. 

Connie  joins  in  love. 

As  ever  yours 

W  ■ 

W.  Reginald  Wheeler 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Rockledge, 

Lakeville,  Connecticut, 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


JAMES  K.  QUAY 
VICE-PRESIDENT 


March  11,  1953 


Mrs .  Robert  E .  Speer 
Rockledge 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

My  dear  Mrs .  Speer : 

Thanks  for  your  very  nice  note.  We  shall  of  course 
be  delighted  to  have  just  as  much  of  Dr.  Speer's 
library  as  you  would  like  to  give  us  for  addition  to 
the  books  in  the  new  Robert  E.  Speer  Library.  They 
will  be  appreciated  not  merely  because  of  their 
intrinsic  worth  but  also  because  of  the  sentiment 
that  will  attach  to  them.  What  a  wonderful  friend  to 
Princeton  your  good  husband  was .  My  only  regret  is 
that  he  passed  on  before  I  came  here.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  him  on  one  or  two  occasions 
through  the  past  years  but  we  never  really  got 
acquainted . 

I  do  hope  Mrs .  Quay  and  I  can  stop  for  a  very  brief 
visit  with  you  some  time  this  summer  on  our  way  to 
Vermont .  It  is  always  an  inspiration  to  talk  with 
you. 


Yours  very  sincerely 


f 


19  Northview  Avenue 
Upper  Montclair,  New  Jersey 


,/ 


/ 


/ 


/ 

/ 


-April  18,  19o3 


Mrs.  R.  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Speer: 


I  am  writing  you  because  of  a  long  cherished 
hope,  which  some  of  us  have  entertained,  that  there 
might  someday  be  an  adequate  biography  written  of  the 
life  and  missionary  leadership  and  statesmanship  of 
your  distinguished  husband.  Those  who  had  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  hearing  him  at  Northfield  in  our  student 
days  would  represent  in  their  enthusiasm  that  which  I 
believe  the  youth  of  today  would  feel  were  they  to 
have  before  them  a  vivid  story  of  the  life ,  the 
travels  and  the  service  of  Dr.  Speer  over  the  many 
years  and  of  his  passion  to  bring  the  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel  and  the  power  of  Christ  and  his  Holy  Spirit 
into  the  lives  of  the  peoples  of  the  world  through 
the  outreach  of  the  missionary  enterprise. 

On  several  occasions  during  the  past  few 
years,  this  subject  lias  been  discussed  by  a  few 
of  Dr.  Speer's  intimate  friends  and  it  has  occurred 
to  some  that  if  you  were  willing,  Dr.  John  A.  Makay, 
President  of  Princeton  Theological  Seminary  might  be 
induced  to  undertake  such  a  task  because  of  his  love 
and  high  regard  for  your  husband  and  his  own  devotion 
to  the  great  cause  of  missions. 

I  hope  that  this  suggestion  would  not  be  a 
tax  to  you  and  should  be  glad  indeed  if  you  or  your 
daughter  might  indicate  whether  such  a  suggestion  would 
meet  with  your  approval.  Recalling  with  deep  gratitude 
i^eblessing  which  has  come  into  my  own  life  from  associa¬ 
tion  with  him  and  the  pleasure  of  meeting  with  you  at 
your  home  in  Lakeville,  believe  me, 


Faithfully  yours, 


Arthur  Y.  Meeker 


/  / 

/  /' 
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April  lip,  1953 


Dr.  W.  Reginald  Wheeler 

Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Rex: 

I  am  pretty  sure  I  can  identify  the  author  of  the  statement 
you  sent  me  -  Thomas  W.  Hotchkiss,  who  died  a  few  days  ago 
on  March  30th. 

In  the  first  place,  he  was  born  in  Elmira  and  got  his  second¬ 
ary  education  there.  His  father  was  Consul  General  in  Ottawa. 
This  accounts  for  the  reference  to  those  two  places.  In  the 
third  place,  he  was  on  the  J.  0.  (Junior  Orator  Contest)  and 
was  brought  up  against  Speer  in  that  way.  In  the  fourth 
place,  he  had  probably  not  known  Speer  at  all  well  before 
then  so  that  Speer’s  abilities  had  not  been  well  known  to  him. 
Finally,  his  wife,  with  whom  I  have  had  correspondence,  al¬ 
ways  alluded  to  him  as  ’’Tom."  These  five  different  things 
all  fit  in  with  the  letter  which  I  am  returning. 

Hotchkiss  was  in  the  Scientific  Department  and  as  far  as  I  can 
recall  was  not  interested  in  the  religious  life  of  the  class. 
Neither  Speer  or  I  knew  him  at  all  well.  I  don’t  know  that  I 
can  say  anything  about  him  except  that  the  items  that  I  have 
mentioned  fit  in  perfectly  with  the  contents  of  the  letter* 

I  know  of  no  other  classmate  these  things  would  apply  to.  The 
testimony  he  gives  is  certainly  a  striking  one. 

I  hope  you  are  making  good  progress  in  your  work.  If  I  can 
help  in  any  other  way,  do  not  hesitate  to  call  upon  me. 

As  perhaps  you  know,  Mrs.  Sailer  was  operated  on  last  month 
for  cataract  but  is  recovering  and  expects  soon  to  feel  at 
home  with  her  new  glasses. 

With  best  wishes,  I  am 


Sincerely  yours, 

J 

THPS:  s  T.  H.  P.  Sailer 

Ene . 


This  Joint  Commission  is  related  administratively  to  the  Division  of  Christian  Education 
and  serves  the  missionary  education  interests  of  all  units  in  the  National  Council . 
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R.  L.  Spoer  Biography  XI 


A  letter  written  in  the  spring  of  Robert  Speer* s  Junior 
year  supplies  an  impression  of  him  as  recorded  by  a  contemporary 
in  the  college.  "The  last  number  of  the  LIT  contains  a  prize 
story  by  Bobby  Speer  which  I  think  is>  without  exception*  the 
best  story  I  have  seen  in  the  LIT.  Speer  is  on  the  J.  0.  irom 
Clio  Hall.  He  will  take  the  first  J.  0.  without  doubt;  they  say 
his  speech  in  the  preliminary  contest  was  remarkable.  He  is  a 
remarkable  man  who  is  first  in  eveiy  thing  he  attempts  and  there  is 
not  a  field  of  action  in  Rrinceton  College  which  he  has  not  entered 
and  mastered.  He  is  fine-looking,  sincere,  active,  and  earnest, 

-  a  model  of  a  man.  r* 


^  \  '(j  t 


EDWIN  C.  LOBENSTINE 
1 1 48  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  28.  N.  Y. 
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PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
Pr  most  on,  New  Jersey 


Kay  7,  1953 


Mpu,  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Lakeville |  Connecticut. 


Dear  Mr*.  Speer! 


It  was  a  great  privilege  when  Dr.  Speer  some  years 
ago  granted  me  access  to  his  manuscripts  as  a  help  toward  the 
preparation  of  a  theological  history  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
since  1869,  which  I  was  preparing. 


My  manuscript  is  now  completed  and  ready  for  publica¬ 
tion,  and  I  an  writing  to  request  permission  to  quote  certain 
excerpts  from  his  letters  that  shed  very  valuable  light  on  the 
work  of  the  important  Special  Oommision  of  1925,  of  which  he 
was  a  leading  member,  Enclosed  please  find  these  excerpts, 
which  l  would  like  to  embody  in  a  single  paragraph.  «*»  would 
also  respectfully  request  permission  to  cite  without  quot  tion 
two  other  letters,  as  indicated  on  the  enclosure. 

t 

The  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  granted 
me  access  to  its  manuscripts  on  condition  that  I  secure  the 
Board1 s  permission  before  quoting  anything,  1  shall  of  course 
fulfill  this  condition  and  secure  its  permission  before  quoting 
anything  from  its  files.  But  because  a  manuscript  which  I  m 
asking  the  Board’s  permission  to  quote  is  from  ft  letter  by 
Dr,  Speer,  I  think  in  courtesy  1  should  ask  your  pemiseioa 
also.  I  a®  eager  to  use  this  quotation  because  it  states  so 
graphically  and  cogently  Dr.  Speer’s  attitude  toward  theological 
controversy.  You  will  find  this  excerpt  enclosed. 


I  do  hope  that  you  will  find  it  possible  to  consent 
to  my  publishing  th^se  brief  quotations  and  citations.  They  do 
not  reflect  in  any  way  on  any  person  living  or  deceased,  and  at 
the  s<uae  time  shed  very  valuable  light  on  developments  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 


1  recall  with  peat  Appreciation  your  gracious 
hospitality  and  Dr.  Speer’s  granting  of  such  generous  access  to 
his  manuscript  treasures.  It  is  very  pleasant  to  have  this  more 
intimate  an#  informal  recollection  of  Dr.  Speer  in  his  home. 

Your  courtesy  in  considering  the  present  request  is  much 
appreciated. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 

/g/  Lefferts  A,  Loetsoher 
X^efferts  A,  Loeteoher. 


Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


h  , 
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Dear  Dr.  Loetscher: 

i  can  see  no  possible  reason  why  these  paragraphs 

hDtbqTn^WnUld^n"ik?  t0.use  cfnnot  be  used  without  question, 
but  since  Dr.  Wheeler  is  working  on  Mr.  Speer's  biography 

I  am  sharing with  him  your  letter  and  these  quotations  7 
and  asking  him  to  write  to  you  himself. 

The  quotation  from  Mr.  Speer  from  a  letter  to  Dr. 
July  °r  19t21»  *s  30  delightfully  characteristic 
tohi1  a?tSU'ti  Jr*  Wheeler  wil1  be  haPPy  to  hav©  it  brought 


.  1 


men  the  biography  is  finished  and  the  children 

have  h?d  what  they  can  use  from  Mr.  Speer's 
library,  I  will  hope  to  have  you  come  up  again  to  see  what 

books  oi  the  remainder  the  Seminary  can  use. 

With  all  good  wishes. 


Yours  sincerely. 


Emma  Bailey  Speer 


May  9,  1953 


May  13,  1953 


Professor  Lefferts  A.  Loetscher 
43  Hibben  Road 
Princeton,  Mew  Jersey 

Dear  Professor  Loetscher: 

Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer  has  sent  to  me  the  enclosed 
material  related  to  the  history  (theological)  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  since  1$69,  on  which  you  have  been 
working,  and  has  written  a  note,  dated  May  9,  1953,  which 
is  enclosed,  giving  her  cordial  approval  of  your  using 
this  material  for  your  book. 

I  was  very  much  interested  in  the  word  about  your 
history,  and  I  hope  very  much  I  may  1® re  the  opportunity 
of  conferring  with  you  about  certain  phases  of  that  history 
in  which  Dr.  Speer  was  involved.  As  you  know,  I  am  working 
on  Dr.  Speer1 s  biography  which  will  be  published  by  Harpers 
next  spring,  and  I  would  value  very  much  your  permission 
to  confer  with  you  concerning  these  two  books. 

If  you  will  let  me  know  when  it  will  be  convenient 
for  me  to  visit  Princeton  and  to  see  you,  I  will  be  grateful 
for  that  opportunity. 

Sincerely  yours, 


W.  Reginald  Wheeler 


WRW/mn 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

PRINCETON.  NEW  JERSEY 


May  30,  1953 


Mrs.  Robert  B.  Speer, 

Rockledge , 

Lakeville,  Connecticut . 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter 

of  May  2  5. 


I  was  delighted  to  hear  that  yon 
plan  to  deposit  Dr.  Speer's  very  valuable  manuscripts 
in  Princeton  Seminary's  new  library.  Your  latter 
asked  whether  there  is  a  fireproof  building  at  the 
Seminary  where  they  may  be  stored  before  the' new 
library  is  completed.  Upon  inquiry  I  find  that  the 
present  library  is  not  technically  fireproof,  but  the 
circulating  library  on  Stockton  Street  is  well  built, 
with  its  floor  laid  on  brick,  and  the  building  itself 
is  constructed  of  brick.  It  is  equipped  with  the 
latest  electronic  fire  alarm  system.  The  Seminary  thus 
has  good  facilities  for  storing  these  valuable  papers 
as  soon  as  Dr.  Wheeler  has  completed  his  use  of  them 
and  you  are  ready  to  deposit  them. 

At  the  time  he  replied  regarding  the 
quotation  from  Dr.  Speer's  papers  concerning  which  I 
wrote  to  you,  Dr.  Rex  /heeler  suggested  a  conference 
growing  out  of  our  mutually  complementary  interests 
his  in  Dr.  Speer's  biography  and  mine  in  the  theological 
history  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  since  1869.  We 
have  therefore  arranged  a  meeting  in  Princeton  for 
June  16. 

Your  generous  desire  to  see  these 
important  papers  of  Dr.  Speer  made  available  for  the 
use  of  scholars  is  wonderfully  fine.  After  having 
had  the  privilege  of  using  them,  I  am  most  e  ger'to 
see  this  come  to  pass.  If  there  is  anything  at  all 
that  I  can  do  to  be  of  help  when  the  time  comes,  or  in 
the  interval,  please  let  me  know,  and  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  do  it. 


COPY 


College  of  Theology 
Silliman  University 
Dumaguete  City 
Negros  Oriental 
Philippines 


July  16,  1953 


Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

This  past  February  17,  you  wrote  me  that  you  would  be 
glad  to  have  me  send  you  a  letter  I  wrote  you  I  had  received 
from  Dr.  Speer  (  probably  early  1920's)  concerning  Syrian 
Christian  leaders  and  their  status  in  missionary  relationships 
in  Syria.  I  was  in  Atlanta  until  well  into  June,  and  after 
returning  to  my  family  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  I  tried  to  find 
the  letter  among  my  files  there.  It  did  not  come  to  light  in 
various  files  in  which  I  looked  for  it,  and  indeed,  there  were 
a  number  with  which  I  could  well  have  classified  it,  some  of 
them  very  voluminous.  I  am  confident  the  letter  is  there,  and 
I  hope  to  look  more  thoroughly,  but  to  my  great  surprise  I 
learned  at  six  one  evening  that  I  ought  to  take  a  train  that 
night  to  reach  the  freighter,  China  Bear,  at  San  Francisco. 

I  thought  the  journey  was  considerably  farther  ahead,  and  of 
course  had  much  to  do  by  way  of  preparation.  However,  I  was 
glad  indeed  that  I  could  start  then,  for  having  retired  per¬ 
force  (age)  from  Morehouse  College,  School  of  Religion,  I 
agreed  to  donate  an  academic  year  of  teaching  of  New  Testament 
(my  field),  and  other  related  teaching  at  the  college  noted 
above.  Their  year  opened  June  15,  so  I  am  late  enough. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  not  to  send  the  letter  in  time  for 
its  possible  use  in  the  bi ography  of  Dr.  Speer,  but  I  do 
expect  to  find  it  eventually  and  hope  it  will  be  welcomed  in 
the  collection  to  be  housed  in  the  Princeton  library.  I  am 
thrilled  to  know  it  is  to  be  named  for  him  and  that  all  this 
data  is  to  be  preserved.  (I  shall  probably  be  gone  for  two*'' 
years-or  about  two).  Tho'  Dr.  Speer  did  not  know  me,  I 
felt  I  knew  him,  and  he  meant  a  very  great  deal  to  me. 
Especially  was  I  impressed  by  his  dynamic  and  deeply  spiritual 
plea , MDef ense  of  the  Interchurch"  at  General  Assembly, 
Philadelphia,  1920.  I  do  have  that  and  the  one  of  James  M. 
Speer,  in  a  copy  of  Christian  Work,  published  that  May,  and 
have  it  here  with  me.  I  suppose  it  may  be  also  in  the 
accumulation  of  items  already  in  hand. 


I  can  easily  and  gladly  send  it  from  Dumaguete  if  it  is  wanted 
by  Dr.  Wheeler  or  the  Library,  however.  I  wanted  to  include 
your  statement  in  your  letter  about  Dr.  Speer's  interest  in 
the  ordination  of  women  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  the 
annual  report  I  wrote  in  the  short  time  I  was  home  this  June. 

I  write  one  each  summer  for  the  Assembly  of  the  Amer.  Association 
of  Women  Ministers.  I  refrained  because  I  had  not  asked  your 
permission  to  use  it ?  but  unless  you  write  me  to  the  contrary 
I  think  I  shall  use  it  next  year!  I  am  going  to  mention  two 
items  here,  of  interest  at  least  to  you,  I  think.  I  do  not 
remember  when  during  my  years  at  Old  Stone  Chirch.,  Cleveland, 
enio,  (1912-2o),  as  Missionary  Assistant,  a  lady  whose  name 
l  lorgot  told  me  her  son  and  Dr.  Speer  had  been  fellow  students 
a  _  Princeton  and  that  Dr.  Speer  had  visited  her  home  when  her 
son  brought  him  there  during  college  days(  I  think  they  were 
still  students).  What  she  especially  remembered  was  that  Dr. 
Speer  said  he  wanted  to  work  in  the  most  difficult  mission 
field  he  could  find. 

. ,  i  ;  1  !  S_  second  suory  you  may  know  well.  A  friend ,  Carrie 
Smith,  told  it  to  me  after  her  return  from  the  Biei&al  in  St. 

Paul.  If  I  remember  rightly,  that  was  in  1929,  the  year 
General  Assembly . decided  to  ordain  women  as  deacons  or  elders. 

It  seems  that  while  the  matter  was  still  being  discussed  there, 

-he  wnmen  were  considering  it  in  Biennial  also,  Carrie  Smith 
said  that  Dr.  Speer  and  Dr.  Mudge  came  into  their  assembly 
while  some  woman  was .  in  a  flood  of  oratory  about  the  shock 
bjj  *  Pa^  would. have  if  ordination  were  proposed  in  his  nresence. 

•  en  she  had  finished,  Dr.  opeer  "was  invited  to  say  something. 

As  cioseiy  as  1  can. recall  it,  it  was:  "If  Dr.  Mudge  and  I 
followed  "t . ^Paul,  literally ,  of  cours<  c  1  coming  into  your 
presence  we  *co  have  greeted  each  of  you  ladies  with  a  Holy 
hiss. I  have  told  this  story  more  than  once.  And,  by  the 
way,  since  my  doctoral  thesis  at  the  University  of  Chicago 
wa-j  on  St.  Paul's  attitudes  toward  women  I  am  trying  to  find 
publications  ready  to  publish  some  of  my  findings  before  the 
orld  Councrl  meets  at  Evanston,  for  I  have  many  proofs  that 
the  full  status  of  women  is  hindered  by  misunderstanding  of 
Paul's  posibion,  which  actually  w as  completely  favorable  to 
women  s  equality  with  men  in  church  activities.  Years  a°:o 
-oman^o  Press,  .Oman's  Pulpit,  and  Religious  Digest  printed 
an  article  I  wrote  on  the  subject,  but  much  more  is  needed  now. 


Sincerely  yours, 


t 


October  29,  1-953 


Deer  Dr.  Beaver s 

Goin&  through  the  Jar  salco  file  c£  which  i  b  ve  written  you, 

I  c  re  on  the  enclosed.  This  I  think  surely  was  written  by  qy  humane 
nnri  it  iaay  throw  son®  light  cn  whothor  be  wrote  the  Jerusalem  viess&goB » 
of  which  I  can  nob  find  any  indubitable  copy.  The  enclosed  little 

article  by  Will  Shell  nay  throw  sene  light  on  it  and  he,  himself,  wheua 
tow.  could  roach  b  telephone  my  have  further  accurate  hnewiadge. 

As  a  matter  cf  fact,  the  authorship  of  the  Jerusalem  message 
is  not  really  important  aadny  husband  would  be  the  last  to  claim  or  to  want 
credit.  The  only  thing  that  natters  sthe  v.  lue  of  tic  message  which  1  .iopo 
is  still  ringia  down  tie  years. 

Please  don*t  take  on  too  heavy  a  load  for  the  winter*  It 
really  is  true  that  when  screw  tape  can*  t  tempt  a  good  nan  in  any  other 
woy,  he  does  tempt  hi a  to  over-war! .. 

With  '  am  regards, 

lours  sincerely, 


-ov  •  Dr*  Pierce  -  caver 
Uissionary  .osearch  library 
'union  Theological  Seminary 
rmdusy  at  12©  ih  Street 
Jew  .  '.ci-  ,  J.I* 


KEEP  FOR  ADDRESS. 


MISSIONARY  RESEARCH  LIBRARY 

3041  Broadway,  New  York  27,  N.  Y. 

Telephone  MOnument  2-7100 


THE  REV.  R.  PIERCE  BEAVER,  Ph.D.,  Director 


November  Ij.,  1953 


Mrs,  Robert  E,  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


Dear  Mrs*  Speer: 

Thank  you  for  your  two  recent  letters  and  the 
two  items  about  the  Jerusalem  Conference,  which  were 
received  while  I  was  away  from  the  office  on  a  trip. 

It  seems  impossible  to  decide  what  the  exact 
contribution  of  Dr.  Speer  and  Archbishop  Temple  in¬ 
dividually  to  the  Jerusalem  message  may  have  been. 

I  think  that  the  best  that  can  be  said  is  that  it 
was  the  product  of  their  joint  authorship.  That 
ought  to  satisfy  both  British  and  Americans.  Many 
thanks  for  your  help. 

Wilma  and  I  enjoyed  reading  Hr .  Wilmer  together, 
the  first  reading  aloud  together  that  we  have  done 
for  many  years.  We  shall  bring  your  books  back  at  an 
early  date. 

With  all  good  wishes, 


Sincerely, 

i 

ASKED  THEM  TO  COME  TO  LUNCH  AT  TfaP@S^E$?£S££ . 


P.S.  Your  letter  of  November  third  has  just  arrived. 

I  shall  be  looking  for  the  additional  material  on  the 
Jerusalem  Conference.  Many  thanks  for  sending  it  to  us. 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 
Charles  A.  Anderson,  Executive  Secretary 
Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia  7,  Pennsylvania 


April  18,  1956 


Dr.  W.  Reginald  Wheeler 
114  East  84th  Street 
New  York  28,  New  York 

Dear  Rex: 

Now  that  you  have  published  this  illuminating 
biography  on  Robert  E.  Speer,  I  want  to  write  to  you  about 
Dr.  Speer1 s  papers. 

Because  Dr.  Speer  had  such  an  outstanding  influence 
throughout  the  Presbyterian  church  over  a  period  of  so  many 
years,  his  papers  are  of  great  importance  to  the  history  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  I  hope  Mrs,  Speer  and  her  children 
will  see  that  his  papers  are  permanently  preserved  for  the 
benefit  of  oncoming  generations. 

May  I  ask  you  to  be  so  kind  as  to  discuss  this 
matter  with  Mrs.  Speer  and  suggest  to  her  that  she  deposit 
Dr.  Speer’s  papers  with  the  Department  of  History  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A.  in  order  that  they  may  be 
sure  of  permanent  preservation  and  use  for  the  benefit  of  the 
church. 


With  all  good  wishes  I  remain. 

Cordially  yours, 

/s/  Charlie  Anderson 
Charles  A.  Anderson 


C  0  f7y  / 

— r — 


Dear  Dr .  Gapp : 

Rex  Wheeler  has  told  me  of  your  need  of 
copies  of  a  number  of  Mr.  Speer’s  books  and 
your  request  that,  if  the  family  has  duplicates, 
we  might  share  them  with  the  Library. 

When  my  children  and  the  grand children  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  go  over  their  grandfather’s 
books  and  to  choose  the  ones  that  they  can  use 
and  have  room  for,  there  may  oossiblv  be  some  that 
we  can  share  with  the  Princeton  Seminary  Library . 
But  just  at  present  there  is  nothing  that  I  can 
do  about  either  my  husband’s  books  or  his  papers. 

I  assembled  and  went  over,  with  Rex  Wheeler's  help, 
all  that  I  could  put  my  hand  on  but  Mr.  Speer’s 
large  working  library  and  most  of  his  files  and 
records  are  in  a  building,  unheated  inwinter  and 
inaccessible  to  me  because  of  ray  lameness.  Our 
children  ore  scattered  and,  all  working  very  hard 
with  little  free  tim°,  so  that  none  of  them  havc 
as  vet  been  able  to  go  over  the  books  and  papers 
as  they  would  like  to  do.  In  rereading  the  bio¬ 
graphy,  I  find  so  many  things  that  had  to  be  omit¬ 
ted  because  of  space  and  cost,  that  if  strength 
is  available,  I  would  like  to  write  -  for  the 
children  and  grand children  —  a  supplement  to  the 
biography.  But  this,  like  many  other  things, 
may  never  come  to  pass. 

Of  the  books  missing  fromyour  list,  I 
have  no  extra,  copies  and  must,  for  the  present, 
keep  my  shelf  of  his  bonks  complete.  I  can  only 
suggest  that  you  advertise  for  those  which 
are  lacking. 

We  have  always  had  in  mind  that  eventually 
a  great  part  of  Mr.  Speer’s  library  and  some  of 
his  letters  and  papers  should  go  to  Princeton. 

And  this  we  will  try  to  do  when  the  library 


building  is  finished, 
fey  18,  '56 


Yours  sincerely, 
s/  Mrs.  R.E.S. 


W.  REGINALD  WHEELER 
114  EAST  8 4th  STREET 
NEW  YORK  CITY  2B 

BUTTERFIELD  B-3752 


April  23,  1956 


Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

A  ,  ,  Enclosed  are  copies  of  the  following  letters: 

April  18,  1956  from  Kenneth  S.  Gapp,  PhD.,  Librarian  of 
the  Princeton  Theological  Seminary  Library,  asking  for 
certain  copies  of  Dr.  Speer»s  books  which  he  would  like  to 
purchase  for  the  Library;  April  18,  1956  from  Dr.  Charles 
A.  Anderson,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Presbyterian  Historical 
Society,  Witherspoon  Bldg.,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa.,  with  con¬ 
gratulations  on  the  biography,  and  asking  if  you  would  be 
willing  to  deposit  Dr.  Speer1 s  papers  with  the  Department  of 
History  m  Philadelphia. 

p  have  written  Dr.  Gapp  that  I  was  sending  his 
letter  about  the  books  needed  at  Princeton  to  you,  with  the 
expectation  that  there  might  be  some  of  these  desired  volumes 
in  your  library  that  you  might  be  willing  to  sell  to  the 
Seminary .  The  Seminary  Library  is  looking  forward  to  receiving 
Ur*  ?P®er  s  books  now  m  your  possession  for  deposit  in  the 
new  library  at  the  Seminary  which  is  to  bear  his  name,  and 
Dr.  Gapp  also  asked  that  letters  and  papers  of  Dr.  Speer  should 
be  sent  to  Princeton.  I  think  myself  it  would  be  better  lo 
deposit  books  and  papers  of  Dr.  Speer  in  the  Princeton  Seminary 

WhT1r°^ls  t0  ?ear  hi?  nai?e>  but  the  decision  is  for  you^ 
a  e.  i/tfill  you  clear  this  with  Dr.  Anderson  personally  and 
also  write  Dr .  Gapp  about  the  books  he  desires?  After  you  have 

LibrIry.Wlth  hirn>  1  Wil1  tackle  the  Presbyterian  Foreign  Board 


-in  n«,  vn  i  *^n  April  19th,  I  spoke  at  the  Biblical  Seminary 
in  New  York,  whose  head,  Dr.  McKee,  is  a  warm  admirer  of  Dr. 

Tipmpr^7  hT®  °f  st^dents  and  faculty  was  most  responsive 

Time  was  allowed  for  questions  and  some  of  the  questions  pro¬ 
pounded  were  most  interesting.  One  student  asked  what  I  thought 
was  the  most  characteristic  note  struck  by  Dr.  Speer  and  I® 

it  was  difficult  to  answer  i l  one  sentence?  bSt 
that  1  believed  his  emphasis  on  devotion  to  Christ  and  his 

it7a-n  le?ding  °thers  int0  a  similar  devotion  4ere  two 
outstanding  characteristics  of  his  life  and  work.  Bill  Miller 
is  m  the  student  body  and  had  luncheon  with  me  after  the  meeting 

If  convenient  for  you,  Connie  and  I  would  like  to 
g  to  Lakeville,  Friday,  May  18,  but  would  expect  to  return  to 
New  York  that  evening.  Connie  joins  in  love. 


WRw/mn 


As  ever  yours, 

W.  Reginald  Wheeler 


PRINCETON  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

PRINCETON,  NEW  JERSEY 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


July  13,  1956 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 
Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

Before  leaving  for  a  series  of  meetings  in  Europe,  Dr. 
Mackay  requested  me  to  inform  you  of  the  date  for  the  laying 
of  the  corner  stone  of  the  Robert  E.  Speer  Library.  The 
Board  of  Trustees  has  set  September  20  for  the  meaningful 
occasion.  We  share  in  your  hope  that  some  members  of  your 
family  may  be  able  to  be  present. 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  the  actual  construction 
is  well  under  way.  The  steel  for  the  superstructure  was 
received  prior  to  the  strike.  The  architect  states  that  the 
only  delay  may  come  when  it  is  time  for  the  installation  of 
the  stacks.  The  theological  symbols  for  the  columns 
immediately  above  the  doors  will  be  fashioned  by  one  of 
America’s  finest  artists.  Dr.  Mackay  has  seen  some  of  the 
clay  models  and  is  very  pleased. 

I  know  that  Dr.  Mackay  will  be  in  touch  with  you  when 
he  returns  to  the  campus. 

With  kindest  wishes, 


Sincerely  yours. 


DLC:md 


David  L.  Crawford 
Assistant  to  the  President 


Cn —  t  C — — ■». 


JAMES  K.QUAY 

VICE-PRESIDENT 


Princeton  Theological  Seminary 
Pri  nceton,  N  ew  Jersey 


Greensboro,  Vermont 
August  9 ,  1956 


Mrs.  Robert  S.  Speer, 
‘'Rockledge11 
Lakeville , ,Conn. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Speer: 


Your  letter  of  August  4th  has 
been  forwarded  to  me  here  as  you  requested.  I  am 
sure  we  shall  all  be  happy  to  have  as  many  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Speer  family  as  possible  present  both 
at  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  and  at  the  dedication 
of  the  building*  You  yourself  will  be  greatl^nissed. 
Perhaps  you  may  still  find  it  possible  to  come,  1 
hope  so. 


It  will  be  very  helpful  to  have 
this  letter  of  yours  to  guide  us  in  extending  in¬ 
vitations  to  all  who  you  think  might  wish  to  come. 

We  shall  look  up  Theology  Today 
for  April,  1948.  I  am  sure  someone  who  has  a  part 
in  the  program  will  wish  to  make  use  of  it.  I  am 
asking  my  office  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Bulletin 
containing  the  sermon  of  Doctor  Mackay  to  which  I 
referred. 


Mrs.  Quay  and  I  will  be  delighted 
to  stop  and  have  another  little  visit  with  you  when 
we  return  to  Princeton,  The  exact  timing  of  this 
trip  will  depend  on  the  birth  of  a  grandchild,  and 
it  is  possible  that  we  may  be  in  too  much  haste  to 
make  the  stop.  We  shall  let  you  know.  It  was 
good  of  you  to  ask  us. 

Ida  joins  me  in  very  warmest  wishes, 


Princeton  Theological  Seminary 
Princeton,  New  Jersey 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


September  26,  1956 


Dear  Mrs.  Speer, 

The  only  thing  lacking  to  have  made  last  week’s 
Cornerstone  Laying  perfect  was  your  own  presence.  It 
was  a  joy,  however,  to  have  your  daughter,  Margaret, 
your  granddaughter,  and  Rex  Wheeler  in  the  company. 

All  going  well,  the  formal  dedication  ceremony  will 
take  place  around  Commencement  time  in  June .  It  would 
be  wonderful  if  you  could  be  with  us  at  that  time. 

I  will  ask  our  Librarian,  Dr.  Kenneth  Gapp,  to  make 
arrangements  to  see  what  remains  of  Dr.  -Speer's  library 
which  you  kindly  offer  to  the  Seminary.  I  am  naturally 
deeply  disappointed  that  the  most  valuable  part  of  his 
library,  the  pamphlets  to  which  you  refer,  have  not 
found  a  home  in  our  Library.  Even  though  we  did  not 
have  the  new  Library,  there  was  ample  space  for  a  col¬ 
lection  of  that  kind  which  would  have  made  a  wonderful 
addition  to  the  Benson  Collection  of  Hymnology  and  the 
famous  Sprague  Collection  of  early  American  theological 
pamphlets . 

Seminary  has  just  opened  with  a  very  large  student 
body,  4^0  in  all,  of  whom  50  are  Nationals  from  abroad. 
This  does  not  take  into  account  the  considerable  number 
of  missionaries  from  across  the  seas  who  are  taking  work 
in  the  Seminary. 

Mrs.  Mackay  joins  me  in  sending  our  most  affectionate 
greetings . 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Rockledge 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


Yours 


World  Famous 
CYPRESS  GARDENS 
Only  4  Miles 


Good  Golf 
Excellent  Fishing 


World  Renowned 
BOK  SINGING  TOWER 
Only  1 5  Miles 


"FRIENDLY” 


" FIREPROOF " 


WINTER  HAVEN,  FLORIDA 
The  City  of  100  Lakes 
In  The  Fruit  Lands  of  Florida 
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NOW  AN  ARTHUR  L.  ROBERTS  HOTEL  — 

Also  in  Florida  —  Hotel  Highlands,  Silver  Springs.  Ocala  —  Neptune  Hall,  Bahama  Beach 
Melbourne  —  Villa  Atlantique,  Hotel  Everglades  and  Twin  Palms  Inn.  Palm  Beach 


“RGCKLEDGE”  November  9,  1959 
Stand  on  these  steps; 

Look  eastward  from  this  lawn; 

See  the  blue  fogs  of  Sharon,  shaded  greys  of  Kent, 

The  purple  roll  of  Canaan  shouldered  against  the  mist. 
The  opal,  sapphire  lakes,  the  lingering  green 
Of  meadow  grass,  the  spread  of  winter  grain, 

The  burnt-out  yellow  of  November  trees, 

The  stalwart  twist 

Of  elm  and  maple  trunks  in  summer-faded  lees. 

Could  any  scientist 
Gauge  the  degree  of  light, 

Compute  the  number,  mileage,  aggregate  of  these? 
What  their  cash-value,  weight  of  worth? 

The  glory,  tenderness  of  their  varieties? 

There  is  no  answer  in  the  range  of  earth 
For  these  imponderable  complexities. 

So  is  it  with  the  estimate  of  Christ. 

He  is  beyond  the  grasp  of  history. 

Seen  in  the  flash  of  glory  from  recorded  chart 
He  was  and  IS  —  and  He  exceeds  them  all, 

Critics,  recorders,  dated  fact  and  mystery. 

He  lives  and  speaks  within  the  longing  heart 
More  certain  than  sweet  of  Summer 
Surer  than  faith  in  Fall. 


— Catherine  Aller. 
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0,  racManl  Star  of&etylcljem 
finite  on  us  vet  again; 

^nng  peace,an.6  liopc,au6  eWitv, 


Mrs.  Robert  Elbott  Sp  eer 
Mrs.  Elliott  Sp  eer 
Margaret  Bailey  Speer 
Robert  and  Constance  Speer  Barbour 
William  and  Ebzabetli  Lester  Speer 
acknowledge  witb  deep  appreciation 
your  message  of  sympathy 
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GOOD-BY  TO  OLD  LENOX 

The  rate  at  which  American  build¬ 
ings  of  historic  or  architectural  im¬ 
portance  are  being  demolished  in  the 
interests  of  “progress” — or  some-r 
thing — defies  imagination.  Latest 
victim  to  fall  before  the  relentless 
blows  of  the  wrecking-ball  is  an  in¬ 
teresting  example  of  the  Gothic  Re¬ 
vival  of  the  Eighteen  Forties— Lenox 
Hall,  the  charming  little  library 
)f  Princeton  Theological  Seminary. 

Alive  to  the  need  for  preserving 
:he  irreplaceable  architectural  mon¬ 
uments  of  America’s  past,  many 
'acuity  members  and  graduate  stu¬ 
dents  of  Princeton  University,  the 
rheological  Seminary’s  nearest 
aeighbor,  voiced  their  protests  in 
vain.  The  authorities  of  the  Theo¬ 
logical  Seimnary  advanced  what 
were  to  them  compelling  reasons  for 
demolishing  Old  Lenox:  it  was  not 
fireproof,  the  priceless  collection  of 
books  needed  protection;  there  was 
ao  other  place  to  build  a  new  library. 
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Letters 


to  The  Times 


Princeton’s  Lenox  Hall 

Decision  to  Kmo  Seminary  Library 
to  Meet  Growing  Needs  Discussed 


sl 


To  thk  Editor  or  Tine  N«w  YOTK  Tu«S; 

The  editorial  entitled  -Good-by 
to  Old  Lenox'*  which  appeared  in 
The  New  York  Times  of  Dm.  23 
leads  me.  as  president  of  the  insti¬ 
tution  to  which  “Old  Lenox  be¬ 
longed.  to  make  a  few  observa- 

,  The  decision  to  raze  this  building 
was  taken  by  the  board  of  trus- 1 
tees  of  Princeton  Theological  Semi- 1 
nary  only  after  a  very  prolonged 
and  thorough  study  of  the  semi¬ 
nary's  library  problem. 

The  board  was  confronted  with 
two  inescapable  facts.  First,  the 
only  location  on  the  campus  which 
was  large  enough  and  central 
enough  for  the  erection  of  the  kind 
of  library  which  the  institution 
desperately  needed  for  its  growing 
national  and  international  constit¬ 
uency  was  the  ground  occupied  by 
the  Lenox  Reference  Library.  Sec¬ 
ond.  all  the  architectural  schemes 
which  were  designed  through  the 
years  by  outstanding  architects  to 
integrate  “Old  Lenox”  into  a  sat¬ 
isfactory  library  structure  com¬ 
pletely  failed. 

Basic  Requirements 
They  failed  to  meet  the  basic 
requirements  which  every  true  li¬ 
brary  should  meet,  technical  effi¬ 
ciency  in  the  handling  of  books  and 
due  regard  for  the  safety  of  books. 

The  trustees,  therefore,  believing 
that  their  obligation  toward  one  of 
the  world’s  greatest  collections  of 
theological  literature  was  greater 
than  their  obligation  to  preserve  a 
charming  firetrap,  authorized  the 
removal  of  the  building.  They  did 
so  with  great  reluctance  and  sor¬ 
row,  but  with  a  deep  sense  of  re¬ 
sponsibility. 

The  Times  editorial  could  easily 
give  the  impression  that  general 
sentiment  on  the  campus  of  Prince¬ 
ton  University  was  critical  of  the 
seminary’s  action.  Outside  a  small 
circle  this  is  not  so,  and,  in  fair¬ 
ness,  the  fact  should  be  known  by 
concerned  people. 

May  I  be  permitted  to  quote  the 
judgment  of  two  very  distinguished 
men,  both  belonging  to  the  univer¬ 
sity  faculty.  Prof.  A.  M.  Friend, 
designer  of  the  famed  stained  glass 
windows  in  the  university’s  Gothic 
chapel,  wrote  in  the  Princeton 
Herald  of  Oct.  13,  1954,  in  these 
terms.  Speaking  “as  a  teacher  and 
scholar  of  Christian  Art  and  Archi¬ 
tecture,”  Dr.  Friend,  while  deplor¬ 
ing  any  architectural  policy  which 
would  “unnecessarily”  lead  to  the 
demolition  of  “Old  Lenox,”  said 
this: 

“Neither  the  university  library 
nor  the  Institute  for  Advanced 
Study  has  a  collection  of  books 
remotely  adequate  for  scholarly 
work  in  Biblical  and  liturgical  texts, 
theology  and  church  history,  sub¬ 
jects  without  which  the  study  of 
Christian  art  and  architecture  be¬ 
comes  a  shallow  record  of  styles 
without  meaning  and  content,  or, 
in  other  words,  a  dead  thing. 

“It  would  be  a  crime,  perhaps 
worse  than  vandalism,  if  the  long 
history  of  a  great  library  should  be 
destroyed  while  any  delay  obstructs 
the  erection  of  a  fireproof  struc¬ 
ture  to  house  this  fundamental  col¬ 
lection.  This,  as  I  see  it,  is  the 
core  of  the  matter  and  it  has 
brought  sadness  to  me  to  note  how 
little  appreciation  of  the  books 
themselves  has  been  shown  by  so 
many  of  your  correspondents.  It 
is  this  indifference  which  is,  in  it¬ 
self,  perhaps  the  most  destructive. 
An  amount  of  what  seems  to 
me  emotional  antiquarianism  runs 
through  the  several  letters  written 
for  the  preservation  of  the  old  li¬ 
brary  building.” 

Necessity  for  Demolition 
But  was  the  demolition  of  “Old 
Lenox”  really  “unnecessary”  ?  Could 
it  possibly  have  been  avoided?  Lov¬ 
ers  of  beauty  who  are  also  lovers 
of  truth  and  justice  will  be  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  following  answer  to 
that  question  by  the  distinguished 
Director  of  the  School  of  Architec¬ 
ture  of  Princeton  University.  Writ¬ 
ing  on  Dec.  6  to  the  editor  of  The 
Princeton  Alumni  Weekly  this  dis¬ 
tinguished  architect  says: 

“I  really  do  have  to  disclaim  the 
statement  [made  by  one  of  his  col¬ 
leagues]  that  I  have  indicated  ‘a 
firm  belief  that  a  good  architectural 
solution  to  the  Princeton  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary's  much  needed  library 
expansion  could  be  found  which 
would  allow  Lenox  Hall  to  be  pre¬ 
served.’ 

“I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  seminary  trustees  and  ad¬ 
ministration,  together  with  their 
professional  advisers,  strove  val¬ 
iantly  both  to  save  Lenox  Hall  and 
build  their  library  within  the  re¬ 
sources  available.  It  is  only  fair  to 
accept  their  considered  judgment 
after  all  the  evidence  had  been  pre¬ 
sented.” 

Preserving  Monuments 
I  agree  entirely  with  the  editorial 
which  has  occasioned  this  letter 
when  it  says  “The  issue  is  not  a 
local  one.”  I  equally  agree  with  the 
suggestion  that  it  is  most  desirable 
that  a  “responsible  public  body”  be 
constituted  which  would  have  wide 
authority  to  prevent  the  disappear¬ 
ance  of  our  country’s  architectural 
monuments. 

It  would  be  part  of  the  responsi¬ 
bility  of  such  a  commission  to  ap¬ 
praise  objectively  every  claim  put 
forward  that  a  given  building  is 
truly  a  monument  of  American 
culture.  The  commission  would  give 
its  judgment  also  as  to  the  circum¬ 
stances  and  conditions  under  which 
an  institution,  in  the  interests  of 
culture  itself,  might  be  justified  in 
adopting  a  radical  policy  toward 
some  venerated  structure. 


Su«h  a\  ->dy,  which  would  neces¬ 
sarily  Include  in  its  membership 
representatives  of  diverse  branches 
of  culture  and  of  public  life,  would 
have  this  additional  advantage:  It 
would  i  guarantee  that  each  time 
some  revered  relic  of  yesterday  was 
in  peril  an  institution  which  took 
seriously  its  cultural  responsibility 
toward  the  present  and  the  future 
would  not  be  subject  in  the  shaping 
of  its  architectural  policy  to  the 
exclusive  judgment  of  well-inten¬ 
tioned  esthetes  and  antiquarians. 

JOHN  A.  MACKAY, 
President,  Princeton  Theological 
I  semnary. 

Princeton,  N.  J.,  Dec.  27,  1955. 
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The  Robert  E.  Speer  Library  will  enshrine  the  memory  of  a 
Christian  layman  who  was  one  of  the  best-read  men  of  his  time. 
The  building  will  provide  a  home  for  a  world-famous  collection 
of  books  and  a  place  of  quiet  study  for  a  community  of  Christian 
scholars.  Here  the  light  of  learning  will  illumine  the  life  of  piety 
for  the  service  of  Christ  and  His  Church. 


President 


wne  hundred  and  forty-four  years  ago  three  young  men 
began  the  study  of  theology  in  the  home  of  Dr.  Archibald 
Alexander  in  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  and  Princeton  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  was  born. 

Since  then  over  ten  thousand  have  gone  out  from  its 
halls  in  the  service  of  Christ. 

Although  most  of  them  have  been  Presbyterians,  in  their 
ranks  have  been  men  from  sixty  other  denominations. 


1  hese  men  are  found  today 

...  in  the  leading  churches  as  well  as  in  the  slums  of 
our  great  cities 

...  in  small  towns  and  farming  settlements 
...  in  prisons  and  in  hospitals 
...  in  mining  camps 

...  in  the  cattle  country  of  the  great  plains 

...  in  scores  of  colleges  and  universities  and  seminaries 

...  as  chaplains  to  the  armed  forces  on  sea  and  land 
and  in  the  air. 


uitul  overseas  they  proclaim  their 

witness  literally  .  .  . 
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“. . .  unto  the  utterm  ost  part  of  the  earth.” 
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Of  Princeton  Seminary’s 
4,500  living  alumni,  nearly 
600  are  serving  abroad. 


It  is  a  far  cry  from  three  students  and  one  teacher  to  nearly  five  hundred  students  and 
a  faculty  of  thirty-three. 


Instead  of  the  study  in  the  unpretentious  home  of  Dr.  Alexander,  Princeton 
Seminary  now  occupies  thirty-four  buildings  on  a 
campus  of  thirty  acres. 

The  next  building ,  now  wider  construction ,  will  be  .  .  . 
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IT  IV ILL  CONTAIN 


The  Seminary’s  world-famous 
collection  of  250,000  books 
and  pamphlets. 

Space  for  200,000  more. 

General  reading  room. 

Four  classrooms. 

Board  room. 

Eighteen  large  and  small 
study  rooms. 

Two  lounges. 

Sixty-three  carrells. 


IT  WILL  SERVE 

Five  hundred  undergraduate  and 
postgraduate  students  of 
Princeton  Seminary. 

Students  of  Princeton  Univer¬ 
sity’s  Department  of  Religion.* 

Faculty  and  students  from 
Westminster  Choir  College. 

Research  scholars  from  Prince¬ 
ton’s  famous  Institute  for 
Advanced  Study. 


IT  WILL  COST 

For  construction  and  furnishing 
$1,700,000. 

Of  this  amount  $1,350,000 
has  been  raised. 

To  be  secured,  $350,000. 

*  Princeton  Seminary  is  not  officially  related 
to  its  friendly  neighbor,  Princeton  University. 
Both  are  Presbyterian  in  origin.  The  University 
is  independent.  The  Seminary  is  under  control 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  U.S.A. 


FIRST  FLOOR  PLAN 

Opportunities  for  Memorial  Gifts 


General  Reading  Room  _  $155,000 

Main  Lobby _  60,000 

Board  Room  _  50,000 

Current  Reading  Section  _  9,000 

Main  Vestibule  _  7,500 

Sixty-three  Carrells, _ each  250 


SECOND  FLOOR  PLAN 


Opportunities  for  Memorial  Gifts 


Gallery  _  $40,000 

Graduate  Study  Room  _  28,500 

General  Lounge _  28,500 

Memorial  Tower  _  25,000 

Four  Classrooms,  _ each  25,000 

Faculty  Study  Room _  15,000 

Staff  Lounge  _  15,000 

Six  Seminar  Rooms, _ each  9,500 

Ten  Private  Study  Rooms,  _ each  3,000 


FEW  institutions  have  made  so  profound  a  contribution 
to  the  moral  and  spiritual  life  of  this  nation  and  the  world 
as  has  Princeton  Seminary. 

Our  country  and  our  time  face  a  new  spiritual  crisis 
which  is  weighted  with  tragic  implications  for  the  life  of 
mankind. 

Christ’s  Gospel  and  the  establishment  of  His  Kingdom 
among  men  everywhere,  offer  the  one  hope  of  our  dis¬ 
tracted  era. 


Upon  the  record  of  its  service  to  Christ  and  His 
Church,  Princeton  Seminary  rests  its  claim  for  support 
as  with  steadfast  faith  it  confronts  tomorrow. 


John  A.  Mackay,  President 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary 
Princeton,  New  Jersey 


